Residential Rental Property Check List
The following checklist is meant to be used as a guide for the property owner.  Not all code sections have been listed, sections that have been listed may not be in their entirety.  To review the complete International Property Maintenance Code, please visit our office Monday through Friday 8:00AM to 4:00PM. 
____
Exterior/Interior property and premises is in a clean, safe and sanitary condition.

____
Sidewalks, walkways, stairs and driveways are in good repair and free of hazards.

____
Property maintained free of weeds/plant growth in excess of 6”, noxious weeds 


(such as poison ivy, oak etc.) are prohibited.

____
Property kept free from rodent/insect harborage and infestation.
____
All exterior structures (garages, fences, retaining walls etc.) kept in good repair.

____
Any swimming pools, hot tubs or spas containing more than 24” water shall be 


completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48” in height.
____
Exterior/interior surfaces; doors, windows, porches, cornices etc. are in good repair.
____
Structure is identified with a posted street number, 4” in height and ½” width.

____
Roof drains, gutters and downspouts maintained in good repair and free from 


obstructions.  Water shall be discharged in a manner not to create a nuisance.

____
Windows and doors in sound condition and easily openable, glazing shall be free


from cracks/holes.  Insect screens in place from April 1 through December 15.

____
All Exterior doors, door assemblies and hardware shall be maintained in good condition. Locks at all entrances shall tightly secure the door.

____
Every exterior and interior flight of stairs having more than 4 risers shall have a


Handrail maintained in good condition.  Every stair, landing, porch, balcony etc.


that is more than 30” above grade or floor shall have guards no less than 30” 


and no greater than 42” in height measured from floor or grade.

____
Common halls and stairways shall be lighted at all times with a minimum 60 watt standard light bulb for every 200 sq ft of floor area.

____
Habitable spaces shall have an operable window.

____
Bathrooms and toilet rooms shall have approved ventilation (mechanical exhaust or window).

____
Clothes dryer exhaust shall be independent of all other systems.

____
Every bedroom occupied by one person shall contain at least 70 sq ft of floor area, and every bedroom occupied by more than one person shall contain at least 50 sq ft of floor area for each occupant thereof.
____
All spaces to be occupied for food preparation purposes shall contain suitable space and equipment to store, prepare and serve foods in a sanitary manner.

____
Every dwelling unit shall contain its own bathtub or shower, lavatory, water closet and kitchen sink which shall be maintained in a safe, sanitary working condition.  A kitchen sink shall not be used as a substitute for a lavatory.  Rooming houses shall have 1 water closet, lavatory and bathtub or shower for each 4 rooming units.
____
All plumbing fixtures shall be properly installed and maintained in working order, and shall be kept free from obstructions, leaks and defects and be capable of performing the function for which such plumbing fixtures are designed. All plumbing fixtures shall be maintained in a safe, sanitary and functional condition.
____
Sump pump shall not be discharged on adjacent private property, public right-of-way, and township road or township sanitary sewer system.  Sump pump discharge must be controlled on the lot or property where the sump pump is located.  Discharge shall not create a nuisance or hazard.

____
Where it is found that the electrical system in a structure constitutes a hazard to the occupants or the structure by reason of inadequate service, improper fusing, insufficient receptacle and lighting outlets, improper wiring or installation, deterioration or damage, or for similar reasons, the code official shall require the defects to be corrected to eliminate the hazard.

____
Every habitable space in a dwelling shall contain at least two separate and remote receptacle outlets. Every laundry area shall contain at least one grounded-type receptacle or a receptacle with a ground fault circuit interrupter. Every bathroom shall contain at least one receptacle. Any new bathroom receptacle outlet shall have ground fault circuit interrupter protection.

____
Single or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in all of the following locations: 

1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the         immediate vicinity of bedrooms. 

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes. 

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements and cellars but not including crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics.
____
Every owner and operator of any building who rents one or more dwelling unit,  either expressed or implied, to furnish heat to the occupants thereof shall supply heat during the period from September 15 to June 1 to maintain a temperature of not less than 68°F (20°C) in all habitable rooms, bathrooms, and toilet rooms.
