2009 Day Camp Description
Questions and Answers
Registration and Payment Policy

Camp registration opens on April 21, 2009 at 8 am at the Recreation Department located in the Township Building.  You must be present to register.  Participants have the option of registering for five (5) of the seven (7) total weeks of Day Camp.  All camp registrations are due by June 1, 2009.  Refunds will not be given for missed days.  We will not pro-rate for any reason. Each camper will be assessed a registration fee of $20.00 plus $85.00 (resident rate) per week.  Non residents wishing to participate in camp may register at the same time.  Non Resident fees are a $20.00 registration fee plus $100.00 per week.  The Recreation Department offers camp assistance through our scholarship program.  Please ask the Recreation Department about the qualifications for the program.   

At time of registration, the non-refundable registration fee ($20.00) is due.  In addition the first week must be paid in full ($85.00) plus $40.00 for each additional week your child will attend.  The remaining balance is due no later than June 30, 2009.  We will not be accepting weekly payments.  (e.g. Child registers for 5-weeks of camp.  At registration $265.00 is due.  By June 30th the remaining balance of $180.00 is due.)  Any past due payments will result in the loss of your child’s space in Day Camp.

Camp Hours & Camper Eligibility
Day Camp is open to children age 6 to 11 years. They may not turn 12 years old before they begin camp.  No exceptions.

Day Camp hours of operation are 9:00 am until 3:00 pm Monday through Friday.  Campers spend mornings at the Township Municipal Building and are bused to Acri Meadow Park for afternoon activities, except on days of designated trips, special events and weather circumstances. When children are at Acri Meadow Park and a threatening thunder or lightening storm approaches, the Day Camp bus will transport the children to the Township Municipal Building for indoor activities.  
Field Trip Schedule


Weekly trips are planned and the cost of the trip is included with the registration fee.  A camp T-shirt is provided and must be worn during all camp trips. This is for your child’s safety so we can easily identify them as belonging to our group. Additional camp shirts are available for $6.00 – see the Recreation Office.  If you wish to send spending money please put it a sealed Ziplock bag with your child’s name on it.  Your child will be responsible for any and all of their own money.  On field trips that are planned for the entire day the bus will return to the Township Building before starting the bus route at 3:00 pm.  Please plan accordingly to pick your child up on time.     


A field trip schedule is provided in the Township Recreation and Leisure Guide.  Please keep this schedule for your reference.  We have scheduled field trips on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  There are a few exceptions where we will take the children to local activities on Wednesdays or Fridays.


We will send home a daily schedule with your child every Friday for the following week.  This will list approximate times of arrival back to the Township Building after field trips; and different locations during the day.  If you are not attending consecutive weeks, the Recreation Department will e-mail one out to you.  If you do not receive it, it is your responsibility to contact the Recreation Department for a copy.  Please check your child’s backpack!

In case of inclement weather for outdoor field trips, we either have scheduled rain dates or will substitute the scheduled field trip with rollerskating, bowling or a movie at Regal Cinema (off the Progress Ave. exit of Interstate 81).  If this occurs we will have a message on the Recreation Departments answering machine at 909-5630 by 8:30 am.  

Hershey Park Field Trip Special Note


If your child attends the week of Hershey Park, please be advised that we arrive at Hershey approximately at 10:30 am to allow the children time to eat their packed lunch and then go into the park.  We will depart from the parking lot no later than 4:30 pm.  The bus will arrive at the Township Building at approximately 5:30 pm.  ALL CHILDREN MUST BE PICKED UP BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN FROM THE TOWNSHIP BUILDING ON THIS DAY!!!!

How is discipline handled?

Procedures for uncooperative children will follow a “ladder of discipline”, according to the severity of behavior:  

1. A simple request or non-verbal request, stated without great concern, to stop or change a behavior.

2. Personal interaction with the child to stop and/or change his/her behavior.  Using eye contact, the staff firmly states what the child must change to correct the behavior with a reminder to him/her of the consequences for failing to stop the behavior. 

3. Redirect the child away from the problem situation to another activity or area. 

4. Time out away from the other children.  There also may be a loss of activity participation for the day in increments of 15 minutes.

5. A conference between child and Day Camp leader. 


Written discipline reports will be prepared by the Staff for all situations which escalate beyond step 3.  


Depending upon the severity of the situation, the child may be expelled from the camp immediately.  It will then be up to the parent to make alternative arrangements for care.  No refund will be offered and the child will not be permitted to participate in the future.  
How do I know if my child has any problems at camp?


Our counselors will let parents know of any issue they have at camp.  If your child rides the bus you will receive a phone call from the counselor or Recreation Office.

Non-Bus Riders 

When and where can I drop/pick-up my child?


Camp is held at Township Municipal Building Gym at 98 S. Enola Drive.

Drop off is 9:00 am and Regular schedule pick-up is at the Gym at 3:15 pm. 

On field trip days through out the camp schedule the bus could be later, please be flexible with your schedule on these days!  
Bus Riders

When and where is my child’s bus stop?


All children must be pre-registered for bus transportation at the time of camp registration.  If children are not scheduled for a particular stop we will skip that stop to keep the bus on the time schedule.  Your bus stop will be determined by the bus schedule provided at the time of registration.  There are specific locations set as bus stops through out the Township.  To offer more convenience you may pick which bus stop to use for the summer. 


The bus driver must follow a different set of laws while driving during summer months rather than during the school year.  It is because of these laws that we have decided to change the bus route  Due to the number of children taking advantage of this camp service we ask that you understand there is only one bus to cover the entire Township.  This means we schedule one hour for the bus route and this may affect the convenience of the service.  Please be aware that we can not control traffic or unforeseen circumstances that may cause the bus to be late and in some cases early.  If you have concerns about the bus on a specific day, please call the Recreation Department.  

When field trips are planned for the entire day the bus will return to the Township Building before starting the bus route at 3:00 pm.  Please plan accordingly to pick your child up on time at their bus stop.     

Can my child be excused from riding the daily bus?


Parents may write a note to excuse their child from the bus on any particular day, but it must be given to the Recreation Director one day prior to the excused day.  Our counselors and bus driver can not permit your child to go home with another child unless cleared through the Recreation Director the prior day.  Please give a 24-hour notice so we can take the best care of your child while enrolled in Day Camp.        
What if my child has a doctor’s appointment during camp?


Please notify the Day Camp Leader with a written note the morning of the appointment.  If it is a morning appointment please notify the Camp Leader the day before, so that the bus driver can be notified about the change in the schedule.  The Day Camp Leader will confirm with you where the camp will be during the appointment for easy pick-up and drop off.  

What should my child wear and bring to camp? 
· Campers should wear comfortable weather appropriate clothing with sneakers.  For safety purposes, sneakers are the only acceptable footwear. 
· Campers will spend a majority of their days at Acri Meadow Park with the option of canoeing, splashing in the creek (with strict counselor supervision), and playing on the playground equipment.  Also, children are not allowed near the Conodoguinet Creek at Acri Meadow Park without being accompanied by camp staff.  If you do not want your child to wade in the creek, please notify camp staff. 

· Flip flops are not recommended (except pool days) due to the number of sports activities the children will participate in.  
· Please label ALL clothing, lunch bags, lunch boxes, and backpacks with your child’s name.  
· Sunscreen should be applied at home every day!    
· Please do not allow your child to bring personal items such as cell phones, CD players or any other personal item you wish not to become lost or stolen at camp.  We will not be responsible for personal items.  
· A camp T-shirt is included with registration.  Campers are to wear this T-Shirt on our Field Trip days to help us identify our campers quickly.  Extra T-Shirts are available at the Recreation Office for an additional $6.00.   

· Send lunch and a water bottle with your child each day.  We provide a large jug of water, but recommend sending extra drinks, for extra hot and humid days. 
· Your child may decide to participate in the Friday lunch special at the park.  Please see Friday lunches for any additional details.  All other goodies are provided by the staff or the Birthday Celebration campers.  
· Birthday Celebration is scheduled on Friday. Every Friday 2 months of the year are celebrated for birthdays. Parents are asked to provide treats for up to 55 campers if your child’s birthday month is being celebrated (according to the camp schedule).  
What if my child gets sick or hurt at camp?


Most children will become ill from time to time.  Our counselors have one emergency cell phone with them at all times along with your child’s registration form and emergency phone numbers.  If your child should become ill during camp, we will notify you or your emergency person.  We will expect the child to be taken home as soon as possible.  In the event of a long-term illness, special arrangements may be made with the Recreation Director.  If your child will not be attending camp due to illness, please call the Recreation Office so we know not to expect them.  Please do not increase the risk of other children becoming sick as well by sending your child to the program when he/she is ill.  We will not dispense prescription medicine and no refunds will be given for absences due to illness. 

If your child is on medicine during the school year for ADD or ADHD, please list this on the medical treatment form.  If your child goes off medicine during the summer months, please discuss this with your family doctor.  Although camp is not as structured as school, most doctors recommend continuous medication in order for your child to carry over the important benefits from the school year.  

Group Activities – Children will be placed in groups according to age for ease of providing age-appropriate activities.  Some activities will be conducted for the entire camp with all counselors assisting.  

Swimming

We will go swimming at Little Buffalo State Park, Marysville Pool and/or Lemoyne Pool.  See the calendar for scheduled trip days designated as swimming days.  At all times we have a 1:7 ratio of counselors to children.  At the pool kids are assigned to a specific counselor for that day.  Please let us know on your registration sheet the level of swimmer your child is.  The categories are as follows:

Non-Swimmers- These children have had no formal lessons or have very little swimming skills or experience.  They can not be in water over their head or go under the water with out holding their nose.  This group will have restrictions to the zero depth area of the pool with their counselor.       

Beginning Swimmers- Children that have gone through more than one year of formal swimming lessons or have been swimming with parents a lot.  They are comfortable being in water over their head and can do at least a doggie paddle to move around.  This group will have restricted swimming areas, but if comfortable will be allowed to do slides.        
 Advanced Swimmers- These children are experienced swimmers through years of swimming lessons or swim team.  These children can go in water over their head and are able to swim using strokes.  This group will be allowed to go into all areas available to swim at the pool.  
ALL CAMPERS must swim in the area they are assigned by the counselors.  We make this decision based on the level the parent chose for their child.  Failure to stay with their group and counselor will result in suspended swimming privileges.  Safety is our number one priority and it is imperative all campers abide by our camp and the pool’s rules!

Library

We offer campers a chance to read and learn about our East Pennsboro branch library.  Every Monday we give the children the opportunity to go to the library.  They can select books to sign out or just read while they are in the library that day.  They will also have a chance to use the computers provided in the Library.  If you and your child do not have a library card you may sign up at this time.  There is no additional cost to have a card; it is just your ticket to reading!!!  


The Library offers a Summer Reading Program for all children and we give our Day Campers the chance to register for this separate program.  We are invited as a group to the programs the Library offers during the day time hours at the Township Building.  The children might get to see, in addition to the regular planned activities, magic shows and/or reptile exhibits.  More information is available on the handouts the Library has provided to us, please ask the Recreation Director at our Open House.

Friday Lunches

Hot Dog Day


The counselors have developed this day as a part of camp to go along with the Birthday Celebrations.  It is advertised on the Camp Schedule.  Our counselors purchase hot dogs, buns, condiments, chips, pretzels, sodas and various other cookies or treats for the kids to enjoy.  Children are asked to bring $1.00 for each hot dog and 50¢ for each soda.  
Pizza Day


The Recreation Department or a sponsor provides a pizza lunch for the children on these days.  We just ask parents to send a drink or they may purchase a soda from the counselors for 50¢.  Parents may also choose to send a packed lunch with your child if you do not want them to eat what is provided or if there is a food allergy. 

Out to Lunch


This is a favorite of the children because we take them to McDonalds with the play equipment on the Carlisle Pike.  This gives the children the experience of ordering their own lunch and figuring out their own money.  Counselors help all campers.  Again, you may send a packed lunch for your child if you wish. 

Birthday Celebration


This is another favorite for the children.  Parents are asked to send a treat on the Friday which is designated on the camp schedule as your child’s birthday month.   
Arts & Crafts Day – There is an Arts & Craft leader that will come to the park once a week and lead the children in a craft of the week.  Children need 50¢ to make the craft.  A different craft will be scheduled for each week.  Please check your Arts & Craft schedule for the craft of the day.

