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NEW EAST PENNSBORO COMMISSIONERS IDENTIFY
 SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL CHALLENGES
East Pennsboro Township, Pennsylvania, – The Township’s three new commissioners have spent their first month in office meeting with township auditors, managers, and staff, focusing on the financial state of the township. Commissioners Dardick, Hall, and Melnick have uncovered significant financial challenges left from the outgoing Board of Commissioners.  Several Township funds are significantly underfunded, such as some employee pension and compensated absences fund, and many township departments, including the Police and Highway Departments, are suffering from a serious lack of upkeep of vehicles and equipment.  

The problem is most severe with the Township’s Sewer treatment plant, which has not seen serious improvement in almost four decades and will require a $25-35 million upgrade. While approximately $10 million of that amount is required to comply with federal regulations and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy, the bulk is necessary to make up for the decades of neglect. DEP requirements mandate that upgrades must begin in 2010. Commissioner Melnick said, “It appears that for the last thirty years, the Board’s strategy has been to ignore the problem and hope that money will eventually come from Harrisburg to fix it. But the money has not come, and the misguided strategy has left the burden entirely on our current residents.”  

With a Township budget for 2010 of $9.1 Million, it is impossible for the Commissioners to make enough cuts to come up with the $25-35 million to upgrade the sewage system and bring it into compliance. In order to avoid raising taxes, a bond issue is planned. These bonds will be repaid from the collection of sewer fees. Commissioner Hall points out that when the prior Board of Commissioners finally did take action it was through a lawsuit against the Commonwealth seeking to challenge the Commonwealth’s regulations. That legal action has expended a great deal of time and money but has achieved little and added unnecessary delay in getting the needed upgrades started. 

The current Board of Commissioners has pledged to work closely with township management to lay out a realistic but aggressive solution to address these shortfalls, and get the township’s financial strength back on track. The new commissioners believe that township manager Bob Gill and his subordinates have done an extraordinary job notwithstanding the lack of vision and planning of the former board. Commissioner Melnick stated that, “We understand that taxpayers are struggling with the current economic situation and since March of 2007, have seen their Township real estate tax bills rise by 50 percent. Our taxpayers cannot afford another tax increase.” Commissioner Dardick added, “As commissioners, we must look at new cuts and reprioritizing existing spending to address these pressing needs. We are confident that we can create a new cooperative environment with management and begin to lay a foundation of fiscal responsibility that includes sorely needed long range planning for the township.”

While the news on the Township financial picture is not ideal, Commissioners, Dardick, Hall, and Melnick will fulfill their pledge to transparency by continuing to update township residents on issues as they unfold

