Statement of East Pennsboro Township Commissioners Jim Hertzler & Tom Fry

February 22, 2010


It is unfortunate that we even have to issue this statement.   

But we feel compelled to set the record straight, and state the facts, since our newly elected township commissioner colleagues (Commissioners Wayne Melnick, Charles Hall and Scott Dardick) have chosen to utilize the township’s taxpayer-funded website for political statements (something that has never occurred in the past) -- and to misinform and/or mislead the public with respect to the record of the prior Board of Commissioners, a Board on which we were both proud to serve as members in a cooperative and bipartisan way.

First, we find it particularly appalling that the newly elected President of the Board of Commissioners would issue statements on behalf of the five-member Board of Commissioners when the two of us were never asked for our input or approval, let alone consulted as to the content or accuracy of the statements made.

Charges that the prior Board raised taxes exorbitantly while engaging in “decades of neglect” with respect to upkeep of equipment and facilities are, in and of themselves, both conflicting and wholly unfounded assertions that don’t make any sense.  To be sure, they can be dismissed as the kind of fabricated political rhetoric our citizens have long tired of -- but have come to expect during election campaigns.  The problem here -- the election was over nearly four months ago.

Nonetheless, here are the facts in response to the February 3 statement issued by our newly elected colleagues:

· While East Pennsboro Township (like most municipalities) is facing significant fiscal challenges (the result of the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression) the prior Board, in December, passed a 2010 balanced budget without any increase in your township taxes, trash rates or sewer fees;

· Over the past two decades, the leadership of the prior Board held the line on township taxes for 17 out of 20 years and today East Pennsboro Township enjoys a municipal real estate tax rate that remains among the lowest in the region;

· It is a sign of a lack of knowledge, inexperience, or just knee jerk political motivation that our newly elected colleagues would intentionally confuse our township’s $9.1 million General Fund budget with our Sewer budget and try to leave our citizens with the impression that the General Fund budget can’t be cut enough to make up for the massive unfunded state and federal Chesapeake Strategy mandate affecting the separate sewer budget and our sewage treatment plant.  

· The huge cost our sewer ratepayers are facing as a result of the Chesapeake Strategy regulatory requirement is not the fault of the prior Board.  In fact, significant maintenance of the plant has occurred throughout the years and the prior Board had planned for and was moving forward with a major upgrade of the overall plant because of its age when the rules changed because of the Chesapeake Strategy mandate.

It is true that when state and federal regulatory agencies (DEP and EPA) imposed their new regulatory requirements and changed the rules in the middle of the game, the prior Board – along with our colleagues in municipalities throughout the Capital region – challenged the new requirement as a costly and ineffective unfunded mandate on local sewer ratepayers.  

At the time, both the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners and the Capital Region Council of Governments had urged our state lawmakers and our congressional delegation in Washington, D.C. to seek a moratorium on the implementation of the Chesapeake Strategy until:  a fair funding mechanism that would not primarily burden local ratepayers had been identified for this unfunded mandate; a full cost-benefit analysis had been conducted to determine the effectiveness of the strategy in restoring the Chesapeake Bay to the environmental quality sought; and, all parties and sources responsible for nutrient and sediment discharge into the Chesapeake Bay were required to implement nutrient reduction strategies in a fair and uniform way.  

To our dismay, our plea with our federal and state legislators for a moratorium on this ineffective and costly mandate on our sewer ratepayers fell largely on deaf ears.  We did succeed in securing a $1 million state grant to help East Pennsboro Township with the cost, but that is a far cry from addressing the total cost of the mandated project we face.  The fact is, even after sewer ratepayers up and down the Susquehanna River pay more than $1 billion in upgrades to their sewage treatment plants to satisfy the Chesapeake bureaucratic mandate, there is absolutely no consensus and no guarantee that this will clean up the Chesapeake Bay -- or that more unfunded mandates won’t be foisted upon us.   

That’s the truth.  And to blame the prior Board of Commissioners for this costly federal/state bureaucratic boondoggle is not only misguided criticism -- but highly offensive to those of us who have worked diligently and tirelessly in the fight to protect the interests of our township’s ratepayers and taxpayers.

We hope our newly elected colleagues will soon recognize that cheap and unfounded political shots are not what the good citizens of East Pennsboro Township had in mind when they entrusted them with their votes last November.

We call on our newly elected colleagues to shelve the politics and get to work with us in striving to serve the best interests of our community.  Our citizens deserve no less. 

