
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 19, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, December 19, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; Chief McMaster, Police Department; and James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 5, 2007, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  APPROVAL OF REPORTS  


MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Building Inspection Report ‑ November 2007 

2.  Building Permit Report ‑ November 2007 

3.  Financial Report ‑ November 2007 

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Dick Kreager, 908 Wertzville Road, asked about rumors regarding installation of a traffic light on Wertzville Road at the intersection with Magaro Road.  The board indicated that has never been discussed, although that area has the worst traffic reports of all the intersections in the township.  The township asked PennDOT to study Magaro Road and Wertzville Road because it is the number one intersection for accidents.  After they study it, the township will take the recommendations to HATS.  The PennDOT study is not expected until sometime after January.  
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Mr. Gill noted for the record that Gary Dressler, Fire Chief from West Enola Fire Company, attended the workshop session and updated the board regarding Fire Department Carnival for June 24, 2008.  He submitted a list of 17 questions to the Board of Commissioners to answer and get back to them before their next meeting.  The Board of Commissioners offered  seed money in the amount of $5,000, if needed, to be paid back in principal only.  

Mr. Fred Isopi, a resident of Country Club Hills area, addressed the board during the workshop meeting on several concerns.  One was the leaf collection program, where he asked the township to review that program for next year. He also notified the board there are still leaves in his area that need additional leaf collection service.  Another item was the traffic signal at the intersection of Brentwater Road and Route 11, with regard to the timing and tripping of that light.  Because it is a PennDOT intersection,  the Township Manager was directed to communicate with PennDOT as to why it is not tripping.

V.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2007‑09 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, authorizing the execution of the agreement for participation in the Central Westmoreland Council of Governments Vehicle Purchasing Program, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the payment of the membership dues in the amount of $150.00 for the Township's membership in the Central Westmoreland Council of Governments, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the purchase of one (1) 2008 Ford Expedition from Day Fleet Sales, Monroeville, in the amount of $22,977.00, under the Central Westmoreland Council of Governments Cooperative Purchasing Agreement, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 743‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, amending, modifying, and changing the Code of Township of East Pennsboro, 1985, by repealing Ordinance no. 688‑04, known as the Emergency and Municipal Services Tax, and providing for the assessment of a Local Service Tax, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 16 to Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc., from the 1998 Sewer Construction Fund Account for services relative to the Oyster Mill sewer extension project in the amount of $4,757.50, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 6 to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, from the 2007 General Construction Fund Account for Invoice no. 1800651085 in the amount of $175,000.00 for partial payment of the North/South Enola Drive curbing and sidewalk project, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment from the East Pennsboro Township Curbing and Construction Account to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, for Invoice no. 1800651085, in the amount of $43,322.00, for partial payment of the North/South Enola Drive curbing and sidewalk project, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill stated the two partial payments of items 7 and 8 add up to final payment.  

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 7 to Yale Electric Supply from the 2007 General Construction Fund Account for miscellaneous invoices for supplies relative to the walking trail lights in the amount of $663.63, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, to increase his hourly rate effective January 1, 2008, to $135.00 per hour, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2007‑08 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, adopting the Emergency Operations Plan for East Pennsboro Township, Cumberland County, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to donate from the township for 2008 a contribution of $500 to Neighborhood Dispute Settlement for conflict resolution services in matters of disputes among neighbors, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving payment from invoice from Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered from October 31, 2007, to December 12, 2007, in the amount of $5,065.24, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  allocating seed money of $5,000.00 for the Emergency Services Carnival, available upon request, expected to be paid back in principal only, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Gill informed the board the township has been awarded a $200,000.00 grant from DCED for future development of Adams‑Ricci Park for a skateboard park, parking access drive, parking lot, ADA access, sign, and related improvements.  The grant money will be available for a three‑year period to spend.  

The board then discussed the recent incident regarding over 20 Park and Ride vehicles being towed from the Summerdale Plaza.  Mr. Gill has talked to all parties involved.  He read to the board the most recent letter from Jim Hoffer, Executive Director of CAT's Park and Ride Program, thanking the township for trying to intercede and work with CAT and the shopping center owner.  Park and Ride and CAT has entered into a formal agreement with the Olympic Skating Rink to relocate the Park and Ride to their property.  They hope to initiate service on Monday, December 24.  He noted that it was very unfortunate the events that transpired and how the whole situation was handled. 

President DeMartyn and the board expressed great disappointment with the owners and the manager of the shopping center for what occurred and for having the cars towed to York without any type of warning, for which people had to drive down to York and pay $253 per vehicle to get their car back.  It was noted people have been parking in the original Park and Ride area for years, but it is no longer drivable because the shopping center owner has not paved it or maintained it in years, so people had to start parking in the rest of the parking lot. It was the general consensus of the board that a poor decision was made on their part as business people to chase customers away, and bad publicity to be on the front page of the newspaper.  If managers of shopping center businesses complained about parking, people who used to park there most certainly shopped there as well before going home.  A better resolution would have been that before the towing, flyers could have been placed on windshields to give a warning.  The board thought it was devious to have the tow truck operators waiting till people got on buses to begin towing.

The board is happy that other arrangements have been made and directed the Township Manager to write a letter of displeasure to the manager and owners of the shopping center demanding a refund and an apology for the inconvenience of people who had to go to York to get their cars.  Further, President DeMartyn directed staff to review how many parking spaces were required when the shopping center was approved to be built to determine whether they are meeting those parking spaces with the part that they have decided not to pave, to determine if they are in violation of their original permitting.
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Mr. Hertzler noted the disgrace of the situation especially since citizens are being encouraged to use mass transportation to save energy, and what transpired  The current shopping center owners have known for the 10 years that it has owned the center that there are Park and Ride customers who use that lot.  They should have discussed it first with CAT and possibly the township, and then warned the Park and Ride participants.  Mr. Fry noted if they had the time to have tow trucks standing by waiting for people to get on the bus before they towed them, they had time to put notices on people's car.  

Mr. Kuntzelman asked about the bus trips that leave from there for which people park at the shopping center, including trips to Atlantic City or cruises.  

Mr. Kuntzelman informed the board another preemption sensor is needed on the ladder truck for Company 17.  The bucket blocks the sensor and it is not tripping the signal.  

Mr. Hertzler noted at the last meeting the proposal of Norfolk Southern to build a wind turbine to generate power for their sewage treatment plant.  Subsequent to that, the newspaper reported a concern with respect to what was described as the only colony of Great Egrets in Pennsylvania that could be affected by this turbine.  As a result of that, he suggested the Environmental Advisory Council review the issues relative to this proposal and be included in the discussion as to what threat this could pose.  He noted the irony of Norfolk Southern trying to do something environmentally friendly to reduce its consumption of foreign oil, which has now prompted another environmental concern.  

President DeMartyn stated for the record that Officer Donald Reiner and Officer Michael Coughton received awards from the Chiefs of Police Association.  The Township Manager was directed to draft a congratulatory letter on behalf of the Board of Commissioners to them, a copy of which should be put in their personnel file.  They were only two of three in the county to receive the award.  

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 p.m., was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

