
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 5, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, December 5, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster and Mark Green, Police Department.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION  to approve the following itemized minutes:

1.  November 7 ‑ Regular Meeting

2.  November 21 ‑ Regular Meeting, as corrected

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:  

1.  Residential Rental Property Inspection Report ‑ November 2007 

2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ November 2007 

3.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ November 2007 

4.  Building Inspection Report ‑ October 2007 

was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

          President DeMartyn noted the Residential Rental Property Inspection Report is very well done with its charts.
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IV.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Scott Yoder, of 35 Susquehanna Avenue, addressed the board regarding a problem with the noise ordinance.  He shares half a double with neighbors and he believes there is an issue between a criminal act and being referred to civil action over noise, harassment, criminal mischief, also recently a hit and run.  His neighbors blast loud music at all times of the day to the point where pictures vibrate off the walls and are broken.  He has called the police department on several occasions and has been told to go talk with the neighbors, but there are problems that prevent them from being able to talk to them, including they posted their property “no trespassing.”  He tried to have them cited for disorderly conduct under the unreasonable noise statute.  They have told Mr. Yoder and his wife that under the noise ordinance, between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. they can do whatever they want.  They are abusing their right and nullifying his right to sit in his living room without base, loud music, and stomping around.  He often works midnight shift, and it wakes him up during the day. 

President DeMartyn told Mr. Yoder's he received his e‑mail and responded to it.  Because of tonight's treelighting ceremony, he did not get to talk to Chief about the issue.  He recommended meeting with the Chief to go over the issues, which he feels some of the issues seem to be valid.  Mr. Yoder stated he called just before coming to tonight's meeting because the noise was so loud, and he talked to Officer Morris.  He feels if the police do cite them for something, maybe it will show them there are consequences for their actions. Because there has been no action, it has only encouraged them to become worse.  Chief McMaster stated he would be glad to meet with Mr. Yoder.  He noted it is difficult to bring a disorderly conduct charge against somebody who occupies the other half of a double for noise problems, but he would be willing to talk to the neighbor to see if they can move the stereo away from the common wall. 

President DeMartyn noted there are other ongoing issues that they should meet with the Chief to try to formulate a plan to get this neighbor to be a good neighbor.  Mr. Yoder stated it is unreasonable and all day long, not just a party, but every day and every evening.  He also stated their son was making sexual comments to his stepdaughter, and when she confronted him about it, he shoved her.  He indicated it is not fair that he should have to move out when he owns his property and they are renting.

President DeMartyn asked to meet with Mr. Yoder and the Chief to review the issues to see what can be done legally to get the situation corrected or improved.  Mr. Yoder stated he is a full‑time police officer in Middletown and part‑time in Steelton, and deals with these issues with duplexes in those jurisdictions also.  Those jurisdictions cite for disorderly conduct.  
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V.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to authorize that the 2008 Township budget be placed on display for public review and comment, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to authorize the Township Solicitor to advertise the appropriate tax ordinances was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  establishing Thursday, December 27, 2007, at 5:30 p.m., for adoption of the budget, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition No. 15 to Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc., from the 1998 Sewer Construction Fund Account for services relative to the Oyster Mill Sewer Extension Project in the amount of $2,790.00, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Resolution No. 2007‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, expressing objection to the unfunded cost impact of the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy on sewer treatment facility ratepayers, raising serious concern regarding the effectiveness of the strategy and requesting intervention by our elected representatives in Pennsylvania in securing a moratorium on further regulatory implementation until such time as this objection and concern has been fully addressed, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to accept the deed of dedication between Whelan Associates and East Pennsboro Township for Jenkins Grove‑Phase V, and Caissons Court‑Phase V & IX, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from Linda Leiser, East Pennsboro Township Tax Assessor, for postal stamp reimbursement in 2008 in an amount no greater than $500.00, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to approve the request from Niko Stubljar to hold an SAS (Students Are Sober) concert at Adams‑Ricci Community Park on May 24, 2008, from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m., with a rain date of May 25, 2008, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Item no. 8 on the agenda was tabled.

President DeMartyn noted the park usage information that Sherry put together is very helpful. Mr. Pietropaoli stated the township currently does not have any contract or understanding or agreement with individuals or groups who use township parks, where most municipalities do.  The usage report is helpful to understand who is using the fields, how much they are being used, and how they are being used.  Currently, there is no reservation for scheduling the fields.  In the last three or four years, the fields are being used much heavier than they have ever been.  The township wants its parks to be used, but also wants to be sure that township residents are using them and not being pushed out. 

In January, all of the groups will be called in to explain the new three tier policy for field reservations.  The top tier will be a group of 80 percent or greater township residents, giving township residents the highest use.  There will still no fee structure, while most municipalities charge outside groups.  Staff has decided to hold off on a fee structure to see how the tier structure operates.   Mr. Gill noted this policy gives more opportunity for township residents.  

Mr. Gill informed the board they received an e‑mail from the county treasurer with regard to the 2008 dog licenses notifying the township, as a dog license agent, that the licenses will be available for 2008 in the beginning of January, but they will not have the senior dog license available until the end of January. 

President DeMartyn noted the board received the Emergency Services Carnival Committee meeting update regarding the proposed carnival.  Representatives from all fire companies were in attendance at last night's meeting.  Mr. Bumgardner stated they established committees, and every committee will report back with proposals for their committee's area of interest.  They will attend the next Board of Commissioners workshop to discuss their plans. 

Mr. Hertzler complimented the Fire Department for taking the lead on what he believes will be a tremendous community event for the benefit of the six‑company fire department and ambulance corps.  Mr. Hertzler asked the Township Manager to review by the December 19 meeting whether or not the township would be in a position to help with some of their initial upfront outlay, with the anticipation that the township will get it all back. 
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Mr. Gill noted the township received the local bridge inspection report.  Creekside Drive, Magaro Road, and River Road, the three bridges of the township, received very good bridge inspection reports. 

Mr. Gill informed the board that township employees received the 2007 Safety Award from the Susquehanna Municipal Trust for the fewest number of lost time days for worker injury.  Mr. Hertzler asked that this be included in the next newsletter. 

President DeMartyn asked that the board meet in Executive Session for personnel matters. 

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 9:20 p.m. for Executive Session regarding personnel matters, and was reconvened at 9:50 p.m.) 

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m., was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

