
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, NOVEMBER 7, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, November 7, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman and Dolores McAlister; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joe Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owen, Codes and Zoning Officer; Jeff Shultz, Zoning Office; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; Mark Green and Chief McMaster, Police Department; and James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of October 17, 2007, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  APPROVAL OF REPORTS

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Building Permit Summary Report ‑ October 2007 

2.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ September 15, 2007, through October 31, 2007 

3.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ October 2007

4.  Financial Report ‑ September 2007 


5.  Overtime Report 

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

IV.   BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  


Mr. Ed Freed, 1290 Oyster Mill Road, addressed the board regarding the survey for sewer installation throughout Oyster Mill Road.  He asked why a 33‑foot right‑of‑way is necessary.  Mr. Gill commented that it is a preliminary survey to determine whether or not a sanitary sewer
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line will be installed, what right‑of‑way is needed, and where it will go.  The township has not determined whether sanitary sewer should be installed or what length or width it will be taking at this time.  That will not be decided until the final survey is prepared.  The width will be reviewed because of the street and the State liquid fuels reimbursement. 

Mrs. Mary Crowley, One Circle Drive, Camp Hill, addressed the board regarding the newly erected stop signs along Circle Drive.  She stated she initiated the call to Police Chief McMaster requesting stop signs for safety reasons.  There are children in the neighborhood at a bus stop and within the first three weeks of school there were two close calls with a child crossing the street and cars flying around Country Club to Circle Drive.  She also noted cars fly around the corner on 33rd Street where it intersects Circle Drive.  When they try to get in and out of their driveway, people get angry because it makes them slow down.  The bus stop at 34th Street and Circle Drive has had to be moved every year for the last three years because of safety reasons.  The superintendent had to come out and agree that it was completely unsafe for a bus stop.  Furthermore, there are no sidewalks along Circle Drive after house number 5. 

She asked that the board keep the stop signs up for safety reasons, and presented a petition from residents along the immediate route favoring to keep the stop signs up.  Mr. Crowley noted cars coming down 11 and 15 to get to the Carlisle Pike use that as a cut ‑through.  If only one stop sign stayed and not the one on 34th Street, cars will deviated and come around that way.  He has noted from stop sign to stop sign they currently travel over 25 miles per hour.

MOTION  to accept the petition from residents of Circle Drive, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Ms. Peggy Homcheck, 24 Circle Drive, addressed the board concerning her appeal at the last meeting to remove the stop sign from in front of her house.  She noted there are no children in that area, presenting a different circumstance than what was just presented in the Crowley's area.  She noted the stop signs will not stop cars from using that area to avoid the bypass.  She will still have to park in front of her house, as well as her family, right in front of the stop sign.  It is causing problems with the stop sign being there because people are coming up behind not realizing that they must parking there, causing a hazard at that intersection.  She asked the board to please reconsider the location of that stop sign. 

Mr. Mike Higgins, 8 Circle Drive, also attended the last meeting with the same point.  He lives across the street from the Crowleys, and he completely understands their concerns regarding safety of the children.  His concern is it is right in front of his house.  He noted there are two issues:  One being the safety of the children, of which he is in total agreement, and also preventing the volume of traffic going through the area.  If stop signs are the best way to slow people down to protect the kids, then he would agree to a stop sign in front of his front door,
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although to him it is an illogical place to have it.  He asked that another traffic study be done.  He has had the same problem entering his driveway because if he is coming up 33rd Street, he cannot proceed and must wave people through because he is going straight.  He asked if there was another alternative or whether speed bumps could be installed in that area to slow people down.  He would like for the board to consider other options. 

President DeMartyn noted another option would be one‑way streets, which would be the most intrusive for all the residents in the area, and speed bumps are a traffic hazard.  Corporal Green stated he went out and met with the residents and where the trees are, he does not know where else the stop signs could be installed.  

Mr. Pietropaoli suggested stop bars may be more appropriate in that area where there is poor visibility of the stop signs, although with the turns and the tree lines, those may be tough being visible. 

President DeMartyn thanked everyone for noting their concerns.  He stated safety of children is paramount, but also noted in Ms. Homcheck's situation taking away a lot of parking in front of her house is not enviable either. 

V.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signature of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Ordinance No. 742‑2007 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, establishing a three‑way stop intersection at West Country Club Place and Circle Drive, Circle Drive and 33rd Street, and Circle Drive and 34th Street in the Gale Development, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Kuntzelman noted his vote was in the interest of the safety of the children, but asked if staff could keep working to see if some signs can be relocated or use stop bars or another idea.  Chief McMaster noted the police could not ticket people until the ordinance was passed, and that will slow down traffic once they start writing tickets.  President DeMartyn also agreed to look for alternatives for both their situations.  Mr. Hertzler stated he was in the area a couple weeks ago and agrees it is not a perfect situation, but he preferred to err on the side of safety.  

Mr. Pietropaoli and Corporal Green will visit with the sign crew to look at anything possible for relocation. 
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Item no. 3 on the agenda was tabled. 

MOTION  authorizing the allocation of the 2007 excess interest for the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System, based on the recommendation of Michael Miller, Esquire, Wolf Block, Township Labor Attorney, and the Township Manager, to designate 100 percent in the municipal account for this year, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the advertisement of the ordinance for the reenactment of the current Emergency and Municipal Service Tax to reflect the name change to Local Service Tax to be effective January 1, 2008, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill stated it also reflects the $12,000 exemption, and $1 per week will be deducted from someone's pay, instead of a lump sum.  Mr. Hertzler suggested it would be an excellent article for the next township newsletter explaining what the changes are, including the $12,000 exemption where they now will not have to go through all the paperwork to get a refund.  It only affects wages of $12,000 or more, not income of $12,000.  

MOTION  to approve the 2008 budget for the West Shore Tax Bureau in the amount of $1,310,680.00, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2007‑05 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, designating the West Shore Tax Bureau as its collection agent, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Item no. 8 on the agenda was tabled.   

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 4 to The Hite Company from the 2007 General Construction Fund Account for partial payment of the lights for the walking trail at Adams‑Ricci Community Park in the amount of $24,912.50, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted they cost about $2,000 a light, for 22 lights.  

MOTION  authorizing the Township Solicitor to notify Mr. Stephen D. Tiley, Frey and Tiley, of the Township's approval of the settlement with Ridley Park's assessment appeal in the amount of $4,250,000.00, effective January 1, 2008, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.
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MOTION  to approve the reappointments of Helen Griffith and Victor McBride to the Recreation Board for three‑year terms of October 1, 2007, through October 1, 2010, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the reappointments of Paul Hartman and Don Mastrine to the Planning Commission for three‑year terms of October 1, 2007, through October 1, 2010, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the reappointments of Eugene Assante and Charles Gelb to the East Penn Industrial Development Authority for three‑year terms of January 1, 2008, through January 1, 2011, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Gill informed the board that Mr. Assante has applied for the opening at the Cumberland County Planning Commission. 

MOTION  to send a letter of endorsement for Mr. Assante's application to the Cumberland County Planning Commission, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the reappointment of William Zysk to the West Shore Authority for a 5‑year term of December 31, 2007, through December 31, 2012, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the reappointment of Gregory Skotnicki to the Environmental Advisory Council for a three‑year term of January 1, 2008, through January 1, 2011, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving the 2008 yard waste equipment user fees in the amount of $4,200.00, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Item no. 17 on the agenda was tabled 

MOTION  authorizing the purchase of one (1) 2008 utility truck from Day Fleet, Monroeville, Pennsylvania, for the wastewater treatment plant in the amount of $23,438.33, bed from Industrial Motors Supply, Inc., In the amount of $6,571.00, for a total of $30,009.33, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  
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MOTION  authorizing the township to proceed with the formation of the working partnership between DCED, the township, and fire companies (Summerdale, citizens and Midway) was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to authorize our volunteer Fire Police, if they so wish, to participate in the Camp Hill Christmas Parade on November 18, 2007, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve invoice from Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, dated November 6, 2007, for professional services rendered from September 28, 2007, to October 30, 2007, in the amount of $5,000.00  was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 9:35 p.m. in order to hold executive session for personnel matters, and was reconvened at 9:53 p.m.)  

MOTION  to authorize and approve a new employment agreement with Chief of Police Dennis McMaster for a 5‑year period from January 1, 2008, to December 31, 2012, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Gill noted the public hearing for the Rite Aid rezoning request is scheduled for the November 21, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. 

Mr. Owen discussed with the board the matter of antennas and towers for ham radio operators.  An inquiry has been made by a resident of Treemont for a 40‑foot tower on an 80 ‑foot lot.  Currently, the Zoning Ordinance looks at antenna and towers and telecommunication facilities and are considered a conditional use, but only in certain districts.  There are Federal preemption laws on the books for these towers; however, there are public safety issues to consider.  The township can either develop an ordinance to accommodate these types of towers for individuals who do this as a hobby and review the requirements currently in the conditional use section of the ordinance pertaining to telecommunication towers and antennas.  Right now the height of an antenna is up to 20 feet, and greater than that require a conditional use.  Towers go up to a height of 120 feet.  However, a clear fall radius must be considered in residential neighborhoods.  They have the ability to accumulate ice, which can fall off or chip onto public rights‑of‑way. 

Mr. Owen contacted the FCC concerning this Federal preemption, PRB‑1, and was told by the FCC the township should use its judgment in the situation, but not to make it too restrictive.  The only other municipality in Cumberland County that regulates ham radio 
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operators is Silver Spring Township, and they require that it meets the property boundaries.  A special exception would have to conform to the requirements in the ordinance for transmission towers. 

President DeMartyn stated for a resident to erect a 40‑foot tower on an 80‑foot lot, residents in the neighborhood should be able to come in and testify and have the right to be noticed and respond, which they would with a conditional use hearing.  Mr. Owen noted a normal roof is 35 feet, and this is going to be higher than the house.  Mr. Coyne was directed to research the matter to determine if a special exception to the hearing board is the preferred way to handle such requests, and maybe some suggestions about attaching it to the house for the first 25 feet and then the crumple zone will not be so high. 

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

