
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, OCTOBER 7, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, October 7, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, Dolores McAlister, E. Thomas Fry and John Kuntzelman; Lisa M. Coyne, Esquire, Assistant Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Chief.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Special Meeting of August 25, 2009, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Building Department Report ‑ September 2009, 




2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ September 2009 

3.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ August 15 through September 30, 2009

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Ms. Paula Marinak, with her mother, Rosemary Marinak, 1010 Baythorne Drive, Mechanicsburg, addressed the board requesting to plant a letterbox at Adams‑Ricci Park. She explained the activity of letterbox scavenger hunts, aided through the Internet.  It is one of the merit badges in her Dog Scout Troop.  The actual letterbox is a small airtight container in which you place a notebook, a pen, a stamp and a stamp pad.  It is like a scavenger hunt, aided by clues left on an Internet site.  If find one, you would use the stamp that is in the box itself to stamp your log book for your records, and then you as a scavenger hunter have a stamp that you put in the letterbox log book.  It is an activity that has a great following, including Scout groups, churches, families, and hobbyists.  A note is also placed in the box that explains that this is a letterbox placed just for the enjoyment of people who are interested in finding them.  They do not contain anything dangerous or illegal to the finder, and it is meant to be hidden and in place unobtrusive and not disruptive to the landscape so that only people who are looking for the letterbox can find it. Only registered users on the Internet sites can access the sites for clues and search for these boxes, so only people who are interested in finding them would be looking. 
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An important component of the activity is requesting permission to plant these boxes so that others who are interested can find them.  Ms. Marinak stressed that it would be at no cost to the township.  She would maintain the box, check on it regularly to make sure that all the components that are supposed to be in it are there, that it is in good repair, and that it is hidden appropriately.  Ms. Marinak indicated that because she is disabled, she needs a place that is both handicapped accessible as well as dog friendly.  Although she lives in Hampden Township, they do not have a park that meets both of those criteria.  

Mr. Pietropaoli indicated that if the board grants permission for the activity, he would have the park foreman work with Ms. Marinak to find a place where both the staff from the parks department and the family would be comfortable with putting it.  Mrs. Marinak suggested somewhere near the caboose, since they are trying to find a train stamp marked Enola.

MOTION  to approve the request from Paula Marinak to place a letterbox at the Adams‑Ricci Community Park, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr.  George Tyson, 1005 Belle Vista Drive, addressed the board regarding a matter he brought to the board's attention on April 2, 2008, about a problem stretch of Belle Vista Drive with numerous and deadly traffic accidents.  He has lived there for 25 years, and again this past Saturday, at 3:30 in the morning, there was a very serious accident on Belle Vista Drive.  He explained when something happens on Belle Vista Drive, it happens at his property.  Belle Vista Drive narrows right at his driveway, it turns to the left and goes uphill.  Westbound traffic cannot see what is coming at them from eastbound traffic.  There is also a drainage problem at the property across the street from him so that in the winter, the water runs off the mountain and freezes, and as it freezes the 2‑inch patch of ice turns into 4 inches, and after two weeks of freezing there is a considerable constant ice patch there.  On Sunday afternoons he will go out with his plow and bust up the ice.  Numerous vehicles end up in his yard.  He suggested possibly installing a streetlight to help light the area, which may be part of the answer.  There is a pole at the storm drain where a light could be installed, which might be the simplest first thing to do.

Another suggestion was to scrape the bank down on the north side of Belle Vista Drive, which would not require any rebuilding of the road, but it would potentially widen the scope of view coming down the hill so that westbound traffic would be able to see eastbound traffic.  Mr. Tyson will meet with township officials to show them the problem area.

Mr. Pietropaoli noted that after last year's meeting regarding that stretch of Belle Vista Drive he and staff drove the area and saw the gravel parking lot where vehicles were parked that was causing a water problem.  The Highway Department went up with a loader and kept trying to peel the ice back this past winter when there was an ice problem, but there is no gutter there.

President DeMartyn asked staff to look into installing a streetlight at the pole as the first defense, and meet with Mr. Tyson about shaving off the bank.  Mr. Pietropaoli will report back in two weeks with the plan.

V.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to accept the 2008 year‑end financial report for East Pennsboro Township, as presented by Robert Vodzak, CPA, Wildeman & Obrock, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from AARP to utilize the Township Community and Municipal Center during the period of February 2 through April 15, 2010, for the preparation of taxes on Tuesdays and Thursdays, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the township to rent a passenger van on Thursday, October 15, and Saturday, October 17, for the purpose of transporting students from East Pennsboro Area School District to Carlisle for Cumberland County Election Board training, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 9:00 p.m. in order to hold a hearing regarding a property maintenance violation, and was reconvened at 9:18 p.m.)  

MOTION  to approve the recommended changes to the employment agreements for Robert L. Gill, Township Manager, John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager, and Dennis McMaster, Chief of Police, allowing them the choice relative to the contribution the township makes toward their deferred compensation plans, at no additional cost to the township, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to approve the 2010 MMO for the nonuniformed pension plan in the amount of $467,850.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the 2010 MMO for the police pension plan in the amount of $236,702.00, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Pietropaoli reported on the milling project for Erford, Meadow, Shady, and Manor Roads.  Shady, Meadow, and Manor Roads were completed today.  They hope to be done with the rest of Erford Road by the end of the week.

MOTION  reconfirming the approval of the bid award for the 2009 milling project bid to Pennsy Supply, Inc., in the amount of $26,271.54, the Board of Commissioners were polled by telephone on Monday, September 28, 2009, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Item no. 9 on the agenda was tabled.  

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 24 from the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account to HRI, Inc., in the amount of $88,741.79, representing final payment for the construction of the Beaver Avenue pumping station, per the recommendation of Gannett Fleming, Inc., was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to approve payment to CET Engineering Services for professional services relative to the wastewater treatment plant upgrade and expansion during the period of August 1 to August 31, 2009, in the amount of $30,035.25, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry , and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

The board then reviewed the site improvement plan for Zoning Permit for Dr. Gaspere C. Geraci to reconstruct a single-family dwelling in the Residential Conservation District at 1580 Holtz Road.  Mr. Owen noted there are three preexisting dwellings on the property currently. The applicant proposes to tear down the one adjacent to the swimming pool.  About two years ago, the property was condemned. 

Mr. John Walker, representing the plan, stated the actual size of this property is approximately 13.88 acres and located in a Residential Conservation District.  That district requires that a site plan be done to demonstrate the amount of grading that will take place on the property.  With the formula provided in the code, approximately 1.13 acres can be graded within a Residential Conservation area.  The permit for the proposed future septic system has already been applied for.  The extent of the grading will be .64 acres, which is half of what is permitted.  The only trees that will be removed is one locust tree adjacent to the garage, and a few trees on the drive area.  The trees have mostly been removed for the proposed septic system.  The only trees to be removed will be part of the grading.  The property is served by private well and private septic.  Mr. Bumgardner noted he cannot get to the property with a fire truck, unless they improve the driveway.  When the ambulance went up there with the previous owner, emergency workers had to help carry him out.

President DeMartyn suggested a note be placed on the plan that the property owner must work with the Fire Marshal.  Mr. Walker stated he has re-stoned the entire road clear to the top of the property.  The Fire Marshal noted tree limbs must be kept trimmed in order to get emergency equipment up the long drive.  President DeMartyn reiterated the need for a note to be affixed to the plan so that this property owner and future property owners are aware that if there is an emergency, township emergency vehicles cannot access the property unless improvements are made to the drive, and that such a note should be a condition of approval.

MOTION  to approve the site improvement plan for Zoning Permit for Dr. Gaspere C. Geraci to reconstruct a single‑family dwelling in the Residential Conservation District at 1580 Holtz Road, Enola, Pennsylvania, acknowledging on record the attached comments from township staff and the Fire Marshal, and as a condition of approval that a note be affixed to the plan indicating the property owner must work with the Fire Marshal regarding his access driveway, that the property owner must understand emergency equipment cannot service the property unless proper improvements are made and continually maintained, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

The board then reviewed the site improvement plan for Zoning Permit for Mike Dwyer on the lands of Susan Fabiankovitz to construct a single family dewlling on an existing lot in the Residential Conservation District in the 400 block of Belle Vista Drive.  Mr. John Walker, representing the plan, stated the Residential Conservation District requires a Zoning Permit application regarding the land development and the disturbance of the property.  In accordance with the formula, they are permitted to disturb .31 acres.  The development plan has been before the Zoning Hearing Board and a variance has been granted for a reduction of the front and rear setbacks.  In the RC zone, the front yard and side yards are required to be 50 feet.  When I‑81
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was constructed off Belle Vista Drive, the State took half the property and left an unbuildable half of property there.  The Zoning Hearing Board granted a reduction of the front yard to 25 feet, and a reduction of the rear yard to 20 feet.  Based on those reductions, the coverage proposed to be disturbed to do all the grading would be .22 acres, well within the code requirements.  It will be served by a private well and connected to public sewer.  Mr. Owen stated the Planning Commission recommended approval.

MOTION  to approve the site improvement plan for Zoning Permit for Mike Dwyer on the lands of Susan Fabiankovitz to construct a single‑family dwelling on an existing lot in the Residential Conservation District in the 400 block of Belle Vista Drive, Enola, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to approve the request from J.B. Walker, Project Manager, Hoover Engineering Services, Inc., for an additional 90‑day extension for the final subdivision plan for Deer Trace at Penn Valley, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  approving the Friends of the East Pennsboro Branch Library to utilize the Adams‑Ricci Community Park for their Friday night hayrides on October 30 and 31, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to accept CET's proposal to apply for the grant to determine the energy efficiency of using biogas recovery and utilization for electrical power and heat production to benefit the township wastewater treatment operations, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  authorizing the Township Manager to advertise for bids for the demolition, prior to the end of the year, of the church property at Altoona Avenue and North Enola Drive, the property that was granted to East Pennsboro Township by the late George Miller, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Hertzler noted the township has a lot of unmet needs, and the deteriorating economy has made it difficult trying to make ends meet while meeting those needs.  The demolition of this structure was discussed at the goal‑setting meeting.  The estimate for demolition is a significant cost to the township, and a petition from concerned residents was received with respect to this property being broken into and concerns about safety and fire.  He noted that during this year's budget discussions, the township's contributions to the fire truck fund were suggested to be revisited to be used for any emergency or safety situation, due to financial needs. He suggested using the fire truck fund as a way to pay for this demolition, since the township is in a good position with fire equipment right now, and this represents a fire and safety hazard.

Mr. Pietropaoli noted Trick or Treat Night is scheduled for Thursday, October 29, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mr. Hertzler discussed a recommendation from the Cumberland County District Attorney relative to creating a special centrally-located DUI drug court.  The township is concerned about this because there is a District Magistrate Court behind the township building, and if it moves to Carlisle and 50 percent of township police arrests are related to DUIs, more
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time will be spent to send officers to that court, at a significant cost to the township.  He asked Chief McMaster to collect data and estimates based on the number of DUIs for the board to draft a letter to the District Attorney raising concerns relative to the additional taxpayer costs.  He understands the county's interest in saving county costs of sending out Assistant District Attorneys to various District Magistrate locations, but it will result in a significant cost to every municipality to send their officers to a central office in Carlisle for a hearing.

MOTION  adopting Resolution no. 2009-14, commemorating the 50th anniversary of the undefeated, unscored upon 1959 East Pennsboro High School Football Team, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

