
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 16, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, September 16, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - James Hertzler, Vice President, Dolores McAlister, E. Thomas Fry and John Kuntzelman; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owen, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Department.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

Vice President Hertzler called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Vice President Hertzler noted President DeMartyn is on vacation.

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the following itemized minutes:

1.  Regular Meeting ‑ August 5, 2009

2.  Special Meeting ‑ August 5, 2009

3.  Special Meeting ‑ August 25, 2009

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Financial Report ‑ August 2009

2.  Building Department Report ‑ August 2009

3.  Inspection Report ‑ August 2009

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Ms. Kiley Failor, of 1128 Kent Drive, a sophomore at East Pennsboro High School, addressed the board requesting permission to operate an ice cream trailer at Adams‑Ricci Park during practice and games, only sporting events on Saturdays and Sundays.  She and her parents are self‑insured to operate a concession stand.  They currently sell Hershey's hand‑dipped ice cream, and plan to do milkshakes.  She apologized for the misunderstanding about currently operating the business without permission.  She thought verbal permission and a township health inspection was all that was needed and was not aware she also needed a license.  She plans to go
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into business after college and is using this business to get training.  She stated her business will not interfere with the soccer concession stand, and she is even willing to give a donation to each supporting league or the township for the privilege of serving ice cream at the park.  She stated she and her family understand that if they get approval, it will open the doors to other vendors who would want to open up a business at the park.  The township would have to determine how and how many permits are granted. 

Vice President Hertzler asked to have the Recreation Board and township staff develop guidelines for such permits, since there was a request in the past that was denied.  They also want to be considerate of the various youth athletic leagues who run the concession stand as a fundraiser for their organizations.  Mr. Hertzler also noted the park is a public facility and the board wants to avoid the commercialization of township recreational facilities.

MOTION  to approve Kiley Failor's proposal to temporarily operate a rolling ice cream stand until the end of November 2009 at Adams‑Ricci Park on Saturdays and Sundays only, and that the issue referring to licensing of vendors at township recreational facilities be directed back to the Recreation Board for development of guidelines and policy, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Alfred Isopi, 536 Joyce Road, in the Howard Gale development, addressed the board with his annual appeal regarding street cleaning.  He reiterated his previous request that street cleaning be scheduled the day after garbage collection so that property owners will remember to keep their cars off the road.  Half of Joyce Road is in East Pennsboro Township and half is in Hampden Township, and he noted the Hampden street sweeper comes on a regular basis, but not the East Pennsboro sweeper. He also expressed concerns about the new four‑bag limit on trash collection.  He does not have a problem with the four bag limit, but noted there are times during the year when they would have more than four.  He asked if the township would consider issuing stickers, maybe 200 stickers per year, which amounts to four bags a week for 50 weeks.  That way people can put out one bag one week, and if they need more than four another week, they could.  There were questions about what to do for people who use cans, and how difficult it would be for the trash contractor to monitor, or whether they would allow it.  Mr. Kuntzelman noted the limit is four containers, not four bags.

Mr. Gill stated relative to the leaf collection pick‑up, the schedule does follow the day after the trash pick‑up.  He noted problems last year with equipment being out of service.  He also noted that the Gale development, being an older development that has many more mature trees, usually has a lot more to pick up and it takes longer for the street sweeper, so sometimes they try to jump start the process and do it the same day as trash pick‑up.  He suggested if the board directs staff to draft a policy by March 31 to get a regular street sweeping schedule for the entire township, it will give them the winter to create it and have it for the board by April 1.

Mr. Pietropaoli further noted with the bridge out this summer, it caused a little bit of a problem getting out Country Club Road to the Gale development, because to empty it is cumbersome since that area is the furthest away from any dump site the township has, and street cleaning sometimes could not be accommodated in that area all in one day.

Mr. Eugene Assanti, 817 Acri Road, addressed the board regarding the emergence of tent caterpillars.  He spoke to the county and they said they would look into it.  He noticed tent caterpillars along Center Street, and a couple along Magaro Road.  It is not an infestation, but
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when these things take hold, they can defoliate huge areas of the forest.  While it is the county's responsibility for spraying, he suggested maybe next year the highway department can be on the lookout for them.  Mr. Gill stated the only spraying the county does is gypsy moth spraying north of Belle Vista Drive and Center Street.

It was suggested to write an article in the newsletter advising residents how to control them and at least to report them if they find them.

Mr. Bob Beers, 199 Fairmont Avenue, West Fairview, representing the Olympic Skating Speed Team, addressed the board about future plans for the expansion of Adams‑Ricci Park, and whether they would consider widening the proposed walking trail to at least 22 inches to accommodate a speed track for speed skate team racing.  He attended the meeting yesterday about the new phase to the park.  He currently takes his team to a track in Allentown to race.

Vice President Hertzler suggested the Recreation Board review the request with the future development of the skateboard park at Adams‑Ricci Phase 2, to consider some type of accommodations.   Mr. Beers noted 95 percent of the boys on his team are township residents, and they have to travel to Allentown for a track.

V.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 23 from the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account to Gannett Fleming, Inc., in the amount of $445.95 for engineering services for the construction phase of the Beaver Avenue pumping station, which is 78 percent complete with the balance of funds remaining of $4,548.05, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to approve the request from New Hope Ministries to have the Township's Community and Municipal Building serve as a collection location for the annual fall food and toy drive from October 1 through November 15, 2009, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered during the period of July 31 through September 10, 2009, in the amount of $4,556.25, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Items no. 5, 6, and 7, on the agenda were tabled. 

The board then reviewed the land development plan to subdivide 100‑102 Center Street.  Mr. Daryl Kirsch, from B.L. Associates, represented the plan, stated the plan was before the Planning and Zoning Commission in June.  The property is located at 100‑102 Center Street, near Huntington Avenue off Center Street, about a block and a half from the Center Street Grill.  Mr. Owen noted the Planning Commission recommended approval of two waivers:  Curbing and sidewalk.  They did not recommend approval for the third waiver request relative to a
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combination currently of the water line and sanitary sewer line, continuing the common line and metering it inside the dwellings.  Right now there is a dividing wall through the middle of the dwelling where there are two halves of a double that mirror each other.  The common water line will be metered separately to the two properties.  However, there is one shared sewer lateral for these two units where there would be two separate property owners, for which they are seeking a conditional waiver.  The estate is the current property owner.  The line was telescoped and it is in very good shape and goes out to Huntington Avenue.

 Mr. Gill asked who would be responsible to maintain the common sewer line between the two property owners.  Mr. Kirsch stated an easement of maintenance agreement will be written up and put on the final subdivision plan.  Mr. Gill did not believe common sewer lines that go into one sanitary sewer line are permitted.  Mr. Coyne stated since each property will be serviced by one public water line and metered separately inside the house, and a common sewer line for both domiciles, he recommended the waiver not be granted.  Since this is a subdivision of separate properties that do not have a common owner, future problems with maintenance and ownership will ultimately come back to the township.

Mr. Tim Clauser, representing the estate, stated the waiver request is for a temporary exemption or an easement and a maintenance agreement until the need arises to replace it, and they will replace it with a separate easement but to keep it as it is for now.  There will be one water line and metered separately when it comes into the house.  He noted the property has always been a double house, although there were never two owners or separate owners. 

Mr. Owen noted it has always been described as a double unit in the deed.  The three issues are sidewalk, curbing, and sanitary sewer, two of which were recommended for approval by the Planning Commission.  They recommended approval of the waiver for curbing and sidewalk, and recommended that there should be separate sewage facilities on the property.  

MOTION  to disapprove the request for Joseph D.  Buckley, attorney for the estate of Richard R. Knisely, to waive the requirements of Section 514.A of the township's Land Development Ordinance relating to separate sewer laterals for the two units known as 100‑102 Center Street, per the recommendation of the Township Solicitor and the recommendation of the Township Planning Commission, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to approve the waiver request for curbing and sidewalks for the land development plan for the estate of Richard R. Knisely, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  approving the maintenance program for Creekside Fire Company's new apparatus, E‑1 (Emergency‑One), for the township to cover maintenance, consistent with the policy established by the township, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Mr. Bumgardner noted the truck is under warranty for everything for the first full year.

MOTION  to accept a petition from residents regarding the disrepair of the church at Altoona Avenue and North Enola Drive, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.
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Mr. Gill noted George Miller donated that property to the township, but is in disrepair and not fit for any type of reconstruction because of fire damage.  The demolition bids about 9 months ago were in the neighborhood of $20,000 to $25,000.

Vice President Hertzler stated for the record that an Executive Session for personnel and legal matters will be held immediately upon adjournment.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:01 p.m., was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

(Whereupon, an Executive Session for personnel and legal matters was held immediately upon adjournment.)

