
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 2, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, September 2, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, Dolores McAlister, and John Kuntzelman; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Mark Green and Chief McMaster, Police Chief.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

II.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ July 15 through August 28, 2009

2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ August 2009

3.  Financial Report ‑ July 2009 

4.  Overtime Report 

5.  Building Department Report ‑ July 2009 

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

Officer Robert Ressler was sworn in by President DeMartyn.

III.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Mrs. Alicia Stine, township representative to the West Shore Tax Bureau, addressed the board regarding Act 32 of 2008.  When the act was created, the Cumberland County Commissioners decided not to participate because of the expensive of starting from scratch, so the West Shore Tax Bureau is in a very good position to be appointed as the Cumberland County Tax Bureau.  She praised Mr. Timko, the director of the West Shore Tax Bureau, for his work in forming a preplanning committee that looked into all of its accounts and all of its audits.  He has also called for a meeting on October 13 in which all tax bureau members are asked to be present to add their evaluations.
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On a second matter, Mrs. Stine is also the township representative to the Cumberland County Library Board.  She noted with pride that the Fredrickson Library and the East Pennsboro branch have been chosen as "Simply the Best Library" in central  Pennsylvania for the fifth straight year. In October 2010, the East Pennsboro branch will celebrate its 25th anniversary.          

In order to enhance the East Pennsboro branch of the library, they started a fund with $5,000 received from Mr. Myers.  It was put into a building fund so that it would not get mixed up with the budget of the library.  Ms. Beatrice Kelly willed the proceeds of her estate, approximately $300,000, to the Fredrickson Library, which was placed in control of the system.  It will be decided in September or October how that money will be distributed.  It was agreed by all the representatives that 10 percent, which is approximately $30,000, will go to the East Pennsboro branch,  because that was her library, and that will go into said building fund.  She noted the annual appeal will soon be underway. To date the trustees, before they ask the community to participate in the annual appeal, donated among themselves $25,172. 

Mr. Gill noted that East Pennsboro Township was one of the first municipalities to make the donation of $5,000 a year for four years for retiring the debt.  The township has always stepped up to the plate for the library.  

IV.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

Mr. Hertzler noted how fortunate the township is to have a number of outstanding police officers, and with great pleasure singled out one of the exemplary officers, Officer Keith W. Morris.  Mr. Morris was top in DUI arrests for the department, was complimented by the district attorney's office for his exemplary work in the incestuous rape case involving a 12‑year‑old child, and this year has been given two lifesaving awards ‑ saving the life of a suicidal bridge jumper, and he administered CPR to an unconscious woman, which emergency responders credited Officer Morris for the fact that this individual was kept alive by him.  He complimented Officer Morris for his love of service, which is obvious in the service he performs, continuing to bring credit to East Pennsboro Township.

MOTION   adopting Resolution no. 2009‑13 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, commending Police Officer Keith W. Morris as he continues to be a top performer in the East Pennsboro Township Police Department, for two lifesaving awards within the past few months, and for his love of service which continues to bring credit to East Pennsboro Township, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.
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Mr. Hertzler also mentioned that the River of God Church recently awarded a Certificate of Appreciation to the East Pennsboro Township Police Department in recognition of their unselfish contributions serving the Enola community and donated $200 earmarked to buy a pair of binoculars for surveillance and digital voice recorders for taking statements and confessions.            

President DeMartyn referred to a letter received from an individual requesting the board to appoint a second constable in the township.  Mr. Coyne stated under the code, that position is appointed by the court.  The board asked the Township Solicitor to research the second constable position and report back to the board.

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 22 from the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account to Gannett Fleming, Inc., in the amount of $3,114.05 for engineering services for the construction phase of the Beaver Avenue pumping station, which represents 75 percent completion, the balance of funds remaining is $4,994.00, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2009‑14 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, agreeing to use the dotGrants on‑line reporting system to file the required Liquid Fuels reports, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the execution of the agreement between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the Department of Transportation, and East Pennsboro Township, Cumberland County, registering as a business partner for permitted use of the electronic access of dotGrants, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to CET Engineering Services in the amount of $19,821.90 for professional services during the period of July 1 through July 31, 2009, relative to the WWTP upgrade/expansion project, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from Townes of Floribunda Homeowners Association to hold their annual meeting at the Schaner Senior Citizens Center on Tuesday, October 20, 2009, starting at 7:00 p.m., was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to approve the execution of the deeds of easement for the Summerdale Plaza sanitary sewer system replacement between Queens Court II, LLC, and East Pennsboro Township, as recommended by the Township Solicitor and Township Manager, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving the East Pennsboro Township Special Fire Police to assist the Shippensburg Fire Police with the Cumberland County Fireman's Convention Parade on September 12, 2009, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the Township Manager to purchase two police cars, 2010 Ford Crown Victoria police interceptors, in the amount of $22,690.88 each through the State piggyback purchase program, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to establish a public hearing for the Comcast cable franchise renewal on Wednesday, October 21, 2009, at 7:00 p.m., was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill reviewed the proposals for the tot lot at Laurel Hills.  He recommended with a balance of $21,800 in the Capital Improvement Fund, transferring $9,500 to the General Fund for the purchase of the playground equipment from Ely Associates. 

MOTION  to transfer $9,500 from the Capital Improvement Fund to the General Fund for the purchase of playground equipment for the Laurel Hills tot lot was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

President DeMartyn reported on the joint meeting with the Environmental Advisory Commission.  Commissioners Kuntzelman, Fry and DeMartyn represented the board, and Sue Wilson, Samantha Signor, Greg Skotnicki and Scott Shatto represented the EAC.  They asked for the meeting to present some goals they had in mind, for which they plan to provide a more formal presentation in the future.  One concern was a safety issue with Highmark employees that since Highmark has had a "no smoking" policy for all of their property, a lot of people are going across the street to the gate at the entrance of the pumping station to smoke, which they feel is a safety hazard.  Mr. Gill indicated it was his intention to talk to the appropriate officials during their development plan.  Mr. Kuntzelman noted today they were standing along the berm of the road on the far side the Oyster Mill side, where the berm is only 2 feet wide, and 10 people were standing in that berm.
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President DeMartyn asked if staff could check the original approved Highmark plan or the minutes of the approval in 1978 or 1979 regarding what he remembered as part of that approval was that if the township wanted the green space, if Highmark ever decided that the flood plain along creek frontage was a problem as far as vandalism or maintenance, that they could not close that down, the township wanted it open for public use.  They have now put a chain across the road, but the original agreement was that before they closed it down they had to offer it to the township at no charge if the township was interested in taking it over for public use.  He indicated if that is not specified on the original plan, it should be negotiated as part of the next plan, so that smokers would then be on township property and they could stand there and smoke, without having to go across the street and creating a public safety hazard. 

Mr. Gill stated for the record, the joint meeting between the Fire Department and the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for Tuesday November 17, at 7:00 p.m. at the request of the Fire Department.

The board received a tentative outline regarding the preliminary financial schedule for a potential $2 million sewer bond.

Mr. Gill noted the township has submitted to the county a 2010 Cumberland County Development Block Grant in the amount of $367,555 for a street landscape project for West Fairview.  In addition, Cumberland County has informed the township that the Magaro Road bridge was opened on Tuesday morning.  Also, the township has scheduled a dedication for the Summerdale Centennial Park for Sunday, October 4, at 2:00 p.m.  The Summerdale Centennial Parade is scheduled for Saturday, September 19, at 2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Gill informed the board that Lynn Kemper, Senior Citizens Director, will attend the next regular meeting to discuss various senior center activities. 

The foreign fire insurance tax distribution for 2009 will be in the amount of $125,836.61, which is approximately a $15,500 reduction from previous years.  Mr. Bumgardner informed the board that the fire apparatus purchased for Good Will will be in service in the next two to three weeks. 

Mr. Kuntzelman noted tomorrow night is the All Sports Parade at 7:00 p.m., starting at the township building.  Roads will be closed starting at 6:30 p.m. 

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m. was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

