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EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, JULY 1, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.


The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, July 1, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at Summerdale Fire Company, Summerdale, Pennsylvania.


Those present were:  Commissioners - James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER


Vice President Hertzler called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.


Vice President Hertzler noted President DeMartyn was absent due to a family vacation.


Vice President Hertzler also thanked Summerdale Fire Company for their hospitality in hosting tonight's meeting.

II.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS


MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:


1.  Property Maintenance Report - May 15 through June 25, 2009


2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report - June 2009


3.  Financial Report - May 2009


4.  Inspection Report - May 2009


5.  Overtime Report

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.   

III.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  


Mr. Kuntzelman presented Mr. Hertzler with a commemorative gift for 20 years of service from the Pennsylvania Board of Township Commissioners' State Convention, and also had another commemorative gift for President DeMartyn for his 32 years of service.

Board of Commissioners

July 1, 2009

Page 2


Ms. Sandy Rhoads, 311 Fourth Street, Summerdale, addressed the board on behalf of the Summerdale Centennial Committee.  They thanked the board for its support of their many celebrations and activities this centennial year.  They had over 50 vendors at their street fair, a race with 160 participants, and town tours and open houses planned for September.  The celebration parade will be September 19, 2009, and are closing out the celebration year with a picnic on October 4, 2009.  Mr. Gill noted the township plans to dedicate the renovated park at 2:00 p.m. on October 4, 2009, just prior to the start of the picnic.  Ms. Rhoads indicated they have many commemorative items for sale, including hats with the Summerdale ZIP code on the back, license plates, and a historical book in both soft cover and hard cover, which is already in its second printing.  


Ms. Jane Fahringer, 317 First Street, Summerdale, asked if the park could be named Summerdale Centennial Park, since it is being remodeled during the centennial year.  She also informed the board that July 18, 2009, at 9:00 a.m. at the Methodist Church is the next meeting for Summerdale residents to draft questions for the August 5 meeting with Post Office officials.

IV.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL 


MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION to approve the request from Domestic Violence Services of Cumberland and Perry Counties to hold the 6th Annual Randi's Race for Hope and Courage on Saturday, May 8, 2010, at Adams-Ricci Community Park, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to approve the request from Jeannie Miller, 279 Susquehanna Avenue, for a handicapped parking space, per the recommendation of the Chief of Police, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to adopt Ordinance No. 757-09 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, adopting the Code of Ordinances, consolidating, revising, amending and repealing certain ordinances, enacting certain new provisions, providing a procedure for amending the code and for the citation of the code and the effective date thereof, establishing responsibility for maintenance of the code, saving certain provisions for repeal and prescribing penalties for violation, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


Mr. Hertzler noted this has been a long effort to codify all ordinances.
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Mr. Gill introduced representatives from Benchmark Energy Solutions, Inc., who have provided a proposal to the township to purchase energy at a lower amount for the township, and will review all billings from the past three years to see if the township has been overcharged and to make sure the township receives the cheapest rates.  Hampden Township has recently contracted with Benchmark, as has Marysville. The city of Harrisburg is their first client and incorporating authority.  


Mr. Jamie Rubell, from Benchmark Solutions, explained that besides finding the least expensive transmission costs, they continually audit moving forward to make sure the township is being charged the right rate class for transmission delivery for the commodity.  They will be the watchdog for the township and will audit and review each of the approximately 50 electric bills for the township for each street light, traffic light, each building, department, pumping station, et cetera, to find the best transmission prices and look for other cost-savings measures. 


He noted that when the company began 10 years ago, they needed a large municipal entity to contract through the Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement, which now allows other municipalities to piggyback into the program.  Since incorporation, they have added 35-40 municipalities.  Their incentive to find cost savings is if they do not find savings moving forward, they do not get paid.  Thirty percent of the savings is their fee, and 70 percent goes back to the municipality.  Their average saving per year per municipality is 13.5 percent.  


After brief discussion, Mr. Hertzler requested time to review the proposal.


Items no. 5 and 6 on the agenda were tabled pending further review.


MOTION  to approve invoice from Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, dated July 1, 2009, for professional services rendered for the period of May 1 through June 22, 2009, in the amount of $6,817.50, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition No. 20 from the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account to Gannett Fleming, Inc., in the amount of $3,196.41, for engineering services for the construction phase of the Beaver Avenue Pumping Station (43% complete - balance funds remaining $11,502.85), was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


MOTION  to approve payment to CET Engineering Services in the amount of $23,965.10 for professional services relative to the WWTP Upgrade/Expansion Project, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.
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MOTION  to approve the execution of the Agreement for Professional Engineering Services with CET Engineering Services effective July 1, 2009, pending final review by the Township Manager and Township Solicitor, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


MOTION  to adopt Resolution No. 2009-11 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, designating the East Pennsboro Fire Department - consisting of six (6) companies: Citizens, Creekside, Goodwill, Midway, Summerdale, and West Enola - as an integral part of our public safety system for the purpose of their utilization of Federal and State surplus services, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


MOTION  to approve the request from West Shore Bureau of Fire to utilize the services of the East Pennsboro Township Fire Police on July 5th for their fireworks event, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


MOTION to approve the request from Brandi Remer to rent the gazebo at Adams-Ricci Community Park on Sunday, October 4, 2009, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


MOTION  to have Vice President Hertzler carry a message from the Board of Commissioners to the Capital Area Regional Council of Governments that will be forwarded to State Representative Grell and Senator Vance expressing the EAC's concerns after a meeting regarding the Pennsylvania American Water Company's decision to go forward with using chloramine, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


Mr. Gill noted for the record that he has been directed by the Board to extend an invitation to Senator Vance, Representative Grell, Senator Specter, Senator Casey, and Congressman Platts to the August 5, 2009, meeting with officials from the U.S. Postal Service at the West Enola Fire Company regarding the Summerdale Post Office.


Mr. Gill also noted the township received a letter from the Cumberland County chief assessor indicating county assessors are reviewing the 96,000 properties in the county.  They are currently doing the real estate sales through the end of 2009 to produce a new assessed value as of January 1, 2010.  New valuations will be used in tax year 2011.  Assessments will be mailed out July 1, 2010, and appeals will be held from July 7 to August 21, 2010.  The county will then finalize the formal appeals, which will be heard by the Board of Assessment from mid-July to October 31, 2010.  After the appeals process, the new values will be certified by November 15, 2010.  Anytime the county does an assessment, property taxes may not exceed the previous year's
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total property tax revenue by 5 percent, and school districts may not exceed property tax revenues by 10 percent, which would be for the tax year 2011.  


Mr. Gill informed the board he received communication from Cumberland County indicating that the bridge engineer found additional damage to the substructure of the Magaro Road bridge that needs to be addressed, which means an additional 4-5 weeks that the bridge will be closed, taking it into the beginning of the school year.  Mr. Gill asked the county to continually update township emergency services as well as the school district regarding the progress of the bridge project. 


At the workshop session, representatives from CET Engineers updated the Board relative to the upgrade and expansion project of the wastewater treatment plant to inform of the new revised schedule for the wastewater treatment plant approved b DEP.  The township is required to submit its water quality management permit by November 15, 2009.  By October 31, 2010, construction contracts will be awarded, with the certification for substantial completion to be September 30, 2012, which is a 2-year timetable.  Compliance for effluent limitations will be September 30, 2013.


MOTION  to authorize advertisement of a Special Workshop Session of the Board of Commissioners on August 5, 2009, at 6:00 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.


Vice President Hertzler asked for an Executive Session for personnel matters to be held after adjournment.


MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


(Whereupon, the board met in Executive Session for personnel matters immediately following adjournment.)

