
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 6, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, June 6, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Creekside Fire Company, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, E. Thomas Fry, and Dolores McAlister; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owen, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant, James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster and Mark Green, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

The board thanked Creekside Fire Company for their hospitality in hosting the meeting.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the following itemized minutes:

1.  Regular Meeting - May 2, 2007

2.  Regular Meeting - May 16, 2007

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

III.  APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:  

1.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ May 2007  

2.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ April 15‑May 31, 2007 

3.  Overtime Report 

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.
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IV.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Don Plantz, 150 Salt Road, stated he has noticed some movement on the drainage problem near his property.  He appreciated the attention that the board and the Township Manager have given to this longstanding issue.   He continues to be concerned about the liability that has been placed on his property, and hopes it does not take another year to be addressed. 

Mrs. Plantz stated they were under the impression with the March 6 letter that the corrective changes had to be made by June 30.  President DeMartyn noted because the resident is not making half of the corrective actions and is not paying for any them, the township will have to go to a stronger position.  He hopes to have movement by the next meeting, otherwise the township will have to take affirmative action at the next Board of Commissioners' meeting, which Mr. Plantz noted they will not be to attend.  President DeMartyn thank Mr. and Mrs. Plantz for their continued patience.  

V.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

The board discussed the proposed Land Development Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance, which have been posted on the Web site since May 19, 2007.  There have been two responses by the public, which were passed on to Mr. Bradley for his interpretation and comments.  Mr. Bradley stated there were no comments on the land development ordinance, and two comments on the Zoning Ordinance.  One question was why does the ordinance reduce the side yard setbacks to 10 feet.  In fact, it is still 30 feet total, but instead of requiring 15 on each side, it allows a minimum of 10 on one side and 20 on the other, or a combination thereof, but the possible distance between two single‑family homes is 20 feet.  He further noted 20 feet is enough for any fire apparatus to get through.. 

Mr. Pietropaoli also noted there have been a lot of requests to do side entry garages, and the new provisions give a homeowner a chance to have 20 foot on one side and 10 foot on another, providing a proper turning radius, as well as it adds variety to the neighborhood, with some at 20 feet between homes and some 10 feet.

Mr. Bradley stated the other comment regarded lighting, which asked the township to incorporate into the ordinance some industry standards which are governed by an organization called IENS, which he does not suggest the board consider because then they relinquish their right to make standards to some outside organization, and when they change their standards, the

Board of Commissioners

June 6, 2007

Page 3

townships standards will change.  He suggested if an engineer wants to expand upon any requirement in the proposed ordinance or wants more guidance, they can certainly refer to IENS standards if they wish.  

President DeMartyn asked if there are any changes in the mountain areas, Residential Conservation.  Mr. Bradley indicated there are none.  Mr. Hertzler asked about a current problem with some properties under construction for many years, construction vehicles on the property for a long time, will the proposed ordinance address time limits for development.  Mr. Bradley stated under the UCC, building permits only last a year and have to be renewed, and then it is renewable for six months.  Mr. Owen indicated as work is being done on the process, a permit still carries.  Mr. Hertzler stated he would like to see no occupancy permitted until construction is finished, because it represents a hazard.  Mr. Bradley noted the township would have to amend its UCC regarding permits and occupancy; zoning ordinances and land development ordinances do not govern building, only zoning. Mr. Owen  noted the township can take action to try to revoke a permit if it feels there is a hazard issue.  

Mr. Bradley stated while the zoning and land development ordinances cannot do anything about building permits and their length, it can address the length of time it takes to make public improvement, curbing, sidewalks, storm drainage, and streets.  The proposed ordinance includes a requirement for a developer's agreement, which must be signed by the developer as well as the township engineer, which sets not only the bonding requirement but also a deadline for the completion of the improvement.  If the deadline is not met, the township can either cash the bond or renegotiate the developer's agreement. 

Mr. Hertzler stated he wants to be assured this is going to be the strongest ordinance in the county with respect to protecting the health, welfare, public safety, and quality of life of existing residents.  Mr. Bradley stated he did not know how to assure that it is the most restrictive in the county, but it is the most restrictive he has ever read.  He further noted the Planning Commission has reviewed it twice, and staff has read every word of it.  

Mr. Hertzler also noted a concern about the overlay district in Enola.  Mr. Bradley stated it is only on Enola Drive, and the overlay zone on all three streets pose zero additional restrictions; however, they open it up to a number of additional uses that are not allowed today.  The comprehensive plan suggested an overlay zone, the purpose of which is so that somebody can create a business to which the people who live along the street and in the nearby neighborhood could walk.  It poses no restrictions because it is an overlay district.  The flood plane overlay ordinance and the steep slope overlay zone are restrictive, but the village overlay is a permissive overlay, not a restrictive overlay.  Mr. Pietropaoli noted for the last 20 years staff has not been comfortable with the Commercial Limited Zone that is there now.  
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Mr. Hertzler requested staff to provide recommendations as to how to give a developer a reasonable period of time to complete a project and not permit occupancy until the project is completed, as well as limits on how long dirt piles can be left in neighborhoods.  

Mr. Gill thanked John Bradley for his expertise in guiding the township through the process, since he will be retiring and moving to Florida.  

MOTION  to table items 2 and 3 on the agenda, was made by Mr. Hertzler seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 740‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, establishing regulations for the inspection, maintenance, and operation of holding tanks installed within East Pennsboro Township, by adopting certain rules and regulations and providing for adoption of additional rules and regulations and repealing prior and inconsistent ordinances, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 741‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, authorizing the use of grinder pumps in the sanitary sewer and requiring their installation for all owners of improved property abutting on or adjoining any street or highway in which a sanitary sewer is located, who are unable to connect to the system without mechanical means, to connect such improved property with and to use such sanitary sewer system and adopting certain rules and regulations concerning the installation and maintenance thereof, and providing for adoption and additional rules and regulations, and repealing prior and inconsistent ordinances, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to approve the request from Domestic Violence Services to hold the fourth annual fundraiser for Randy Trimble on Saturday, May 10, 2008, at Adams‑Ricci Community Park, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to accept the certification list from the Civil Service Commission, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to extend a conditional offer of employment to Stephen Fuller to be effective immediately at the 2007 probationary patrolman salary of $44,246.72, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  authorizing the Civil Service Commission to proceed with the advertisement for the acceptance of applicants and testing for police officers when the current police eligibility list expires, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to M/A Com in the amount of $2,052.00 for the one-year warranty, term of December 6, 2006, through December 5, 2007, on the 800 megahertz radios for police, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to M/A Com in the amount of $5,000.00 towards the current outstanding balance of $10,575.00, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to Cumberland County in the amount of $948.00 for East Pennsboro Township's cost of conducting the 2007 Gypsy Moth Caterpillar Suppression Spray Program, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from East Pennsboro Athletic Booster Club to utilize the parking lot at the East Pennsboro Community and Municipal Center for a staging area for the Fall Sports Parade to be held on Thursday, August 30, 2007, at 6 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the adoption of the 2007 Highway Program, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the 90‑day extension letter for the Holy Spirit Mediplex, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.   

MOTION  to accept a petition from George Gebhard in reference to the West Fairview Park, to form a committee to seek funds to make alterations and repairs to the existing West Fairview Park, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to match the funds collected by the West Fairview Park committee, township or grant funds, not to exceed $15,000.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION to approve the agreement between East Pennsboro Township and the East Pennsboro School District and authorize the Chief of Police to sign the Video Surveillance Cameras and Recordings Administrative Guidelines drafted April 18, 2007, subject to a change to item E under the process for VSCS operation and access to read as follows:  The stored images maintained by the East Pennsboro Township Chief of Police or the police lieutenant or officer in charge in the absence of the Chief of Police or police lieutenant shall be designated law enforcement unit records and fall within that exception to FERPA, the agreement between East Pennsboro Police Department and East Pennsboro School District, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to amend the motion from May 16, 2007, in reference to waiving building permit fees for fire victims to exclude those determined, upon conviction, to be intentionally set by the property owner, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

