
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, MAY 21, 2008

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, May 21, 2008, at 8:30 p.m. at Goodwill Fire Company, West Fairview, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owens, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster and Mark Green, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

President DeMartyn thanked Goodwill Fire Company for use of their building this evening, and for providing all the snacks and refreshments. 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the following itemized minutes:

1.  Regular Meeting ‑ April 16, 2008 

2.  Special Meeting ‑ April 24, 2008 

3.  Regular Meeting ‑ May 7, 2008 

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

President DeMartyn noted for the record that for 45 minutes before the Regular Meeting began the board met in Executive Session discussing items of pending litigation.  

III.  APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the Financial Statements for February, March, and April 2008, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry , and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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IV.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Mr. Bob Trombley, 436 State Street, West Fairview, asked for an update regarding the PennDOT bridge plan discussed at the last Commissioners' meeting.  President DeMartyn noted he was not at the last meeting but has been apprised and did read the newspaper article.  The Township Manager was trying all week long to get somebody from PennDOT to attend tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Gill stated PennDOT feels it is too early at this stage to sit down with the Commissioners or even township staff, since they have not completed any survey or any environmental assessment. Remembering the process utilized for the Overview Bridge project five or six years ago, once PennDOT has an engineering firm on board through RFPs, they will be required to submit not less than three various alignments.  They have an engineering firm on board for survey right now, but not final design.  They will have to hold public meetings, as required under the law, to take public input.  They have not even started their negotiations with Norfolk Southern regarding the crossing.  They felt it was too early of a stage to meet with township staff, the Commissioners and residents until they have at least some type of surveying done.  Mr. Gill projects the survey might be done by the fall, and possibly then they would be ready to sit down and review what they have. 

President DeMartyn informed the residents that the township knows as much as they do at this point.  Township staff needs to stay on top of it, and as soon as they start getting information to discuss at public meetings, they will notify and invite the residents.  PennDOTwill be required to have additional public meetings to explain everything, but he emphasized that as soon as the township knows something in advance to discuss at a Commissioners’ meeting, the residents will be notified to be part of the update.  Mr. Gill noted the funding for the bridge project has not even been secured yet. 

Ms. Sarah Kruger, State Road, addressed the board regarding surveyors for PennDOT not waiting for permission to go on property to do a survey.  Mr. Pietropaoli explained that by citing the Eminent Domain Code in their letter, they did not have to seek permission, but had to notify the property owner that they would be doing a survey, and the letter served as notification.

Ms. Sandy Herman, 400 Chestnut Street, asked the board at what point, in the board's experience, would they know what homes will be affected, since the newspaper article indicated work would probably not commence until 2012.  Mr. Gill stated once they have a preliminary design, they will be required by law to have a public meeting.  They will take public input at that meeting on the three alignments and have cost estimates at that time showing what each one would cost.  After the input, PennDOT would make a determination on which alignment they are going to pursue, and once they make that alignment, then they would start to negotiate with property owners. 
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Mr. Gill noted the average daily traffic on the bridge is 24,000 cars per day.  

Ms. Deb Bretz, commented that until PennDOT gets their act together, those residents who are living in these homes or are thinking of selling their homes cannot in good conscience do so until they make up their mind. President DeMartyn noted she was correct.

Mr. Pietropaoli noted that also having to work with the PUC because of Norfolk Southern, this project may take longer than with previous projects in the township because of dealing with another governmental body, so 2012 may be a very aggressive timeline.  Mr. Gill stated regarding eminent domain, looking at other projects, there is going to be Federal highway money involved. The Federal government will take as few properties as necessary, and the township will try to deal with it other than going through eminent domain. The township worked on behalf of the residents in the past to negotiate fair property value and settle some of the issues the Federal government had in their eminent domain request. 

Mr. Hertzler stated, on behalf of residents, the board should send a letter to the Secretary of Transportation outlining its concerns about the timeline, leaving people's lives in limbo of not knowing when this is going to be done, with a copy Senator Vance and Representative Grell, asking them to help move this along so people can get on with their lives and figure out if they want to fix their properties or not fix their properties and what they want to do. 

          Mr. George Gebhard, 316 North Third Street, West Fairview, indicated some of the people who live on Fifth and Fourth Streets, are concerned with the speed limit on Tenney Alley.  There are two different speed limits posted, one sign at 15 mph, and one at 25 mph.  He noted with baseball now, it is even more dangerous.  President DeMartyn stated 25 is the lowest speed limit enforceable by State law.  Anything under 25 cannot be enforced.  The township can put up signs saying “Slow,” “Watch Children,” “Children at Play,” acknowledging that 25 miles an hour for that alley is too fast.  Mr. Gebhard asked if it can be made one way, coming down Fourth around the baseball park down Fifth and then out. President DeMartyn directed the police department to  review the area and provide recommendations.  

Mr. Gill stated we will get a letter off to the Secretary of Transportation, with a copy to Senator Vance, and Representative Grell, as well as Congressman Holden and Senators Specter and Casey, since there will be Federal money used for the project.

V.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to accept the letter of resignation of Daniel Hasenauer from the East Pennsboro Township Police Department effective June 14, 2008, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 11 from the 2007 General Construction Fund Account to Yale Electric Supply for supplies relative to the installation of the walkway lights at Adams‑Ricci Community Park in the amount of $2,005.38, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

The board reviewed the preliminary/final subdivision plan for the Townes of Bungalow.  Mr. Justin Kuhn presented the plan.  This plan was before the board in 2005 and 2006, was subsequently approved, and all the townhouses have been constructed.  Stormwater management is collected in a basin that collects all the run‑off from the townhomes and originally this basin was designed that water would outflow and go overland, flow down through the riprap, down to Duke Street.  Subsequently, the stormwater system on Duke Street has been extended back to the cul‑de‑sac, and the owner would like to now install an inlet and pipe the stormwater discharge down over the hill to the new Duke Street inlet, eliminating the overland flow from the stormwater basin, thus reducing the responsibilities on the homeowners through the homeowner association with that system being tied into the municipal system.  Because it involves a homeowner’s association, they had to file a revised land development plan. 

Mr. Owen stated the Planning Commission recommended approval of the plan pending GTS comments on stormwater.  Mr. Dave Bailey from GTS provided a letter outlining their recommendations, which Mr. Owen read to the board members.  

MOTION  to approve the preliminary/final subdivision plan for the Townes of Bungalow, conditioned upon items 2 and 4 from the GTS letter dated May 15, 2008, being met, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the execution of the 2008‑09 Senior Citizens Center Contract for the Mary C. Schaner Senior Center between the Cumberland County Office of Aging and East Pennsboro Township, for an annual fee of $43,000.00, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

2008 Highway Program.  Mr. Gill reviewed the updated program with the board.  Mr. Hertzler passed out minutes from the COG meeting of April 28 regarding a presentation about how municipalities can work toward keeping roads in good condition and minimizing taxpayer costs, especially with the high cost of oil, by using a micro-resurfacing process.  He asked if any of the micro-resurfacing processes are viable for the 2008 road program. 
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Mr. Pietropaoli stated he called Perry Albert and discussed the processes.  He noted the biggest problem with micro-resurfacing, which is a great technology, but is not yet certified for liquid fuels reimbursement.  It utilizes super pavement, a finer stone, which is spread instead at a quarter inch, and results in a surface lifespan of 5 to 7 years, whereas current resurfacing requires an inch, an inch and a half, and provides a lifespan of 2 to 3 years. 

MOTION  to adopt the 2008 Highway Program, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted for the record that all six volunteer fire companies have executed the Memorandum of Understanding between the Fire Department and the township.  

MOTION  to authorize the execution of the Memorandum of Understanding between East Pennsboro Township and East Pennsboro Fire Department, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving the request from Goodwill Fire Company No. 1 for the posting of "No Parking" on certain streets of West Fairview on Saturday, September 13, 2008, for the 81st annual Cumberland County Volunteer Firefighters Association Convention Parade, per their letter dated May 13, 2008, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  directing Gannett Fleming, Township Wastewater Engineer, to initiate the plant upgrade project and a revised schedule to be submitted to DEP was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Phil Dudek, of Priority Tower, provided an update on sites for location of a cell tower, as he proposed at the April 16 meeting.  It would be a multi‑carrier site.  The specific planning and all financial considerations cannot happen until a location is obtained, or at least two options identified for carriers to determine what their antenna systems would be and are the heights acceptable.  It could be a flagpole or a regular monopole.  Verizon Wireless is asking for additional tower height for their equipment.  They want at least 135 feet.  Chantel Wireless was interested in this tower location first, so they would have top spot on the tower location.  

He passed out copies of a report with all the options to the Commissioners and discussed them.  A flagpole would have to be lighted, and it would call attention to the location and be a focal point.  President DeMartyn noted his concern that putting a new tower on property that has not yet been developed could cause limitations when later trying to develop the property, especially location and getting necessary variances for the drop zone.  It might provide too much limitation than it is worth for something that generates $1,000 a month. The board will review the plans over the next couple of weeks. 
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The board then reviewed the Verizon franchise agreement.  Mr. Hertzler expressed a desire to have written in the contract that it has to become available to the whole township within a certain amount of time.  

Mr. Kuntzelman noted the Memorial Day parade in West Fairview on June 1, 2008, starts at 1:30 p.m.  

Mr. Gill noted that from June 9, after school ends, until the end of July, for approximately six weeks, Creekside Drive will be closed to do water pipes and the sewer line.  The residents will have access.  

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m. was made by made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

