 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING, MAY 20, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.


The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, May 20, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at Goodwill Fire Company, West Fairview, Pennsylvania.


Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owens, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER


President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 


President DeMartyn thanked Goodwill Fire Company for use of their building this evening, and for providing all the snacks and refreshments. 

II.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 


MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 6, 2009, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS


MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:  


1.  Financial Report - February, March, and April 2009 


2.  2008 Year-End Housing and Community Development Report

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR


President DeMartyn noted the board had a public meeting at 6:00 p.m. this evening for the residents to review and comment on the streetscape project for West Fairview, which hopefully comes to fruition by 2010 or early 2011. 
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He also announced that from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. the board was in Executive Session for personnel items as well as items that may be litigated.  


Mr. Wendall Hoover, 1507 Green Street, Harrisburg, addressed the board on behalf of Harrisburg Young Professionals requesting renting Adams-Ricci Park on August 1 for a kickball tournament for their members.  They have looked around at many places and usually have their events in the city, but they need a lot of open space with several fields for their one-day tournament.  


Mr. Dennis Barbigiello, 9 Gale Circle, addressed the board about a situation in his neighborhood about a week and a half or so ago.  Workers were laying fiber optic cable in the neighborhood, including some undocumented illegal aliens.  He asked for green cards and trouble erupted.  He then asked for the crew manager.  He noted there was no enforcement of overnight parking regulations, they left equipment sitting on the street with no overnight parking regulations.  


Mr. Barbigiello talked today with Mayor Lou Barletta in Hazleton.  He asked if East Pennsboro Township would adopt a similar ordinance as Hazleton has regarding illegal aliens.  If you have a green card, you have legal status; if you do not, you cannot work in this township.  The Third Circuit Court of Appeals is now considering the case.  Whoever wins or loses, that case is going to U.S. Supreme Court certiorari.  He asked if the township could file an amicus curiae brief joining the city of Hazleton.   He objects to Americans not getting these jobs but instead they are going to illegal aliens.  He also asked that the township enforce overnight parking permits for large equipment pieces that are being left on the street overnight.  


President DeMartyn directed the Township Solicitor to review the Hazleton ordinance and what would be involved and provide an opinion as to whether the township should get involved and what the costs would be.   


President DeMartyn also asked staff to review the township's overnight parking of equipment on residential streets, if any special permits with contractors are needed.  Chief McMaster stated the township has a parking regulation for large vehicles that requires a permit.  


Mr. Bob Trombley, 436 State Street, addressed the board requesting an update on the status of the bridge and the houses around the bridge.  Mr. Gill stated they have checked with PennDOT in the last week on the status of the bridge.  They have hired an engineering firm to start the preliminary design and final design.  They are not in a position to meet with township officials or the residents, and the township hopes to have discussions probably sometime in August or September of this year.  
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Mr. John Scheidler, 118 Abolition Street, asked when they do work on the bridge, what time of day will they be working on it.  Mr. Gill stated it is too early to tell, but that take place until they get a contractor on board and outline their traffic control.  It is the goal with 2,000 vehicles that travel north and south bound of 11 and 15 that traffic would be maintained in a reasonable fashion.   


Mr. Ed Freed, 1290 Oyster Mill Road, asked about the status on the Floribunda sewer project.  Mr. Gill stated the township and developer is currently in negotiations of extending the sewer line of not only their sewer line in that development but also to take it down Oyster Mill Road to for those 11 homes.  He hopes to conclude negotiations by the end of summer.  

V.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  


MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to establish the date of Wednesday, July 1, 2009, for the public hearings at the Summerdale Fire Company, 202 Third Street, Summerdale, at 6:30 p.m. relative to the amendments to certain tax ordinances, amendments to Ordinance no. 73-2007, Subdivision and Land Development and Zoning Ordinances, and the intent to adopt a recodification of township ordinance, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 755-09 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, for the purpose of removal and impounding of motor vehicles and amending Ordinance no. 2001-634, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 75-09 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, providing for an amended and restated governmental cooperation agreement appointing the Mutual Utility Alliance as the consultant of the Township of East Pennsboro for the purpose of bidding and purchasing certain utility products and services, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2009-10 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, appointing Alicia Stine as primary voting delegate, and Robert L Gill as alternate voting delegate, to the tax collection committee as required by Act 32 of 2008, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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Mr. Hertzler stated he thinks the board ought to be involved and give direction to its delegates as to what they would like to see happen and get information back relative to what is going on because there are a lot of issues in which the board needs to have input to its delegates with respect to what is taking place.  Mr. Gill stated ultimately this will lead to one person in the county being appointed tax collector, possibly the West Shore Wage Tax Bureau.  There are private firms who would love to get in there for percentages of collection, and the township prefers it should stay the way it currently works.  They make two-tenths of 1 percent at West Shore Wage Tax Bureau, and it will have an impact by 2012 or 2013. 


MOTION  to approve the execution of the agreement between the Redevelopment Authority of Cumberland County, acting on behalf of the County of Cumberland and East Pennsboro Township, for the Community Development Block Grant program to provide curb cuts along Market Street from U.S. 11 and 15 to Lutheran Street, and along Second Street from Market Street to North Street, and to install textured crosswalks within this project area in the village of West Fairview in the amount of $160,000.00, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2009-09 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, establishing the schedule of fees and charges for the Department of Housing and Community Development for 2009, representing a 3-percent increase, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 17 from the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account to Gannett Fleming, Inc.,for engineering services relative to the Beaver Avenue pumping station in the amount of $1,297.63, (contract amount was $20,000, amount paid to date $5,300.74) was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to approve payment to Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered during the period of April 10 through April 30, 2009, in the amount of $1,596.67, per invoice no. 14624, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to approve the request from Act One Consultants, Inc., for a 90-day time extension for the Park Avenue preliminary/final subdivision and land development plans, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Board of Commissioners

May 20, 2009

Page 5


MOTION  approve the request from Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc., for a 90-day time extension for Floribunda Phase 1, Section 10.B plan, negotiating the sanitary sewer line on 

Oyster Mill Road, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION to reaffirm the preliminary/final subdivision plan for Leon Wintermyer Oyster Mill Road plan, which was previously approved on December 17, 2008, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


It was noted the engineer of record for the plan withheld for a considerable time.  The plan was approved by the board December 17, 2008.  The plan was not recorded in the 90-day timeframe as outlined in the Municipalities Planning Code.  Therefore, the board needed to reaffirm the plan with all the stipulations to get it re-recorded.


MOTION  to grant permission to Dutch Country Helicopters to take off and land at Adams-Ricci Community Park during the East Pennsboro Emergency Services Carnival June 20, 2009, for helicopter rides, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to close the following streets in Summerdale:  Third Street from the Post Office north to the 300 block of Third Street, Wayne Street between Second Street and Fourth Street, and the alley that runs parallel to Third Street (to the east) from the Post Office to Wayne Street, from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 13, 2009, for the Summerdale Centennial Festival/Street Fair, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  


MOTION  authorizing the Township Solicitor and Township Manager to pursue all avenues relative to the private pumping station of the estate of Sidney Kellam, to insure that the pumping station is not taken out of service for the businesses affected by that, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


MOTION  to lift the hiring freeze to pursue necessary bidding relative to positions at the wastewater treatment facility, a maximum of two positions, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


Mr. Gill informed the board that the township has finished several energy audits to enable submission for grants relative to what is available under Pennsylvania Conservation Works and Pennsylvania Energy Development Authority.  
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Mr. Gill reviewed that at the last meeting the board directed him to enter negotiations for a fire truck with Londonderry Township.  The sticker price was $125,000.  The board asked the Township Manager to review the information and come up with a reasonable offer.  After consultation with the Fire Marshall and Fire Chief of Good Will Fire Company relative to what the vehicle would need to bring it into compliance, the estimate was $30,000 in rehab, which came from Industrial Motors.  Mr. Gill then made an offer last week to Londonderry Fire Company for $105,000.  They made a counteroffer of $115,000, and Mr. Gill made an offer late today to split the difference and take $109,000.  If they agree, he will work as quickly as possible to get this transaction done.  


MOTION  authorizing the Township Manager to execute and finalize the agreement of sale of the fire truck from Londonderry Township if they agree to the price of $109,000, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


Mr. Gill stated there were 13 candidates for the civil service test, 12 were eligible, 1 did not have the Act 120 training.  Every one of them passed the written examination.  The next step is to notify in writing the agility training test to be given at HACC on June 17.  After tabulation of their written and agility tests, the board will schedule interviews.  


Mr. Gill reviewed a letter regarding a police policy for personal gun requests.  It is the opinion of the township's insurance company that as long as a policy is in place relative to that use, the township insurance company is satisfied with that.  


MOTION  establishing a policy in to allow police to carry personal firearms as long as they are qualified on that firearm, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


Mr. Gill stated relative to the final design of the wastewater treatment plant with CET, he had a preliminary meeting with Mr. Lieber and Mr. Carlin relative to bond calculations.  They will make a presentation at the Commissioners' meeting in June.  


MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m., was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
