ADVANCE \d1EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 21, 2010

Regular Session








     8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were: Commissioners ‑ Wayne Melnick, President; James Hertzler, E. Thomas Fry, and Charles Hall; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Joseph Curcillo, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Chief.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President Melnick called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m. A moment of silent meditation was observed, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

President Melnick noted for the record that immediately prior to the public meeting the board held an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters. 

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 7, 2010, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS

MOTION  approving the Building Inspection Report for March 2010, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

President Melnick opened up business from the floor for residents and taxpayers of East Pennsboro Township.

Mr. Stan Deimler, Pine Street, addressed the board regarding an update on his request to consider allowing pot‑bellied pigs as pets.  Mr. Gill asked Mr. Deimler what the outcome was before the district justice today.  Mr. Deimler stated he was found guilty regarding this issue, because it is not a permitted pet.  He informed the board of an incident recently where the pig got out from under the fence and was gone for less than an hour.  Mr. Hall noted the police officers who responded indicated that it took three officers to get the pig into a vehicle.  Documents submitted at the District Justice hearing state that the animal weighs 170 pounds.  
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Mr. Deimler stated he can appeal the decision, which included a $100 fine.  He disputes the 170 pounds and states that the pig weighs about 140 pounds.  He suggested it took three officers to put the animal in a vehicle because of his width, since their bellies hang down and they are awkward to pick up.  Mr. Deimler insisted the pig is a household pet, an indoor pet, not an animal that runs wild.  He noted the pig did not bite anybody or do anything wrong, he followed the dog out under the fence.  

President Melnick stated the board was not ready to put the item on the agenda.  Mr. Gill noted that currently it is a violation of township ordinances to have a pot‑bellied pig as a pet, and in order to make it legal, the board would have to amend the ordinances to include pot‑bellied pigs as a permitted animal.  Mr. Deimler stated he is trying to do the right thing by moving to make such a pet a permitted animal.  He indicated his son brought the animal home, and now it is a family pet.  Mr. Deimler noted the violation form indicates it is a swine, but a swine is actually much larger and is raised to be butchered.  This is a domesticated pig. 

President Melnick thanked Mr. Deimler for the information he has submitted regarding the matter.  He asked Mr. Gill to add this item to the agenda for discussion purposes at the next public meeting.  Mr. Gill noted he was asked to do a survey of neighboring municipalities and whether they have ordinances allowing pot‑bellied pigs as pets, and he will include that information in the packets.  Mr. Gill told Mr. Deimler that if he has assembled any additional information that the board has not yet received, he will add that to the Commissioners' packets.  

Mr. Hertzler asked how Mr. Deimler compares the pig to a dog.  Mr. Deimler stated he has had the pig for a year and a half.  He is kept in the house most of time, but does goes outside several times a day to a fenced yard.  Mr. Deimler also has a dog, which dug under the fence and the pig followed him under the fence in this instance.  

Mr. Mike Krejci, 75 Sycamore Court, Enola, asked for an update regarding the issue of liens for sidewalks from a previous project on North Enola Drive.  President Melnick stated it was discussed at the workshop, and is still pending review by the Solicitor.  He indicated it may be on the agenda at an upcoming meeting, but right now the board is reviewing options regarding the lack of liens and how to collect the outstanding money.  Mr. Curcillo stated he is in the process of determining the best strategy to make the most efficient use of time and resources to collect the outstanding money.  

V.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL 

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  authorizing the Township Manager to offer a six‑month amnesty program for penalties and interest on the delinquent sewer and sanitation accounts between the amounts of $1,000 to $2,000, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Hertzler asked if there was any reason not to extend the program to anybody who is delinquent.  Mr. Gill noted the previous board offered an amnesty program for six months, which administration broke down into three phases.  Phase 1 was those accounts that were $2,000 and above in delinquency.  For the purpose of phase 1, there are 19 accounts that are in sheriff's sale that cannot be touched at this time, which total $59,853.51.  Also in Phase 1 are 11 accounts that are in bankruptcy which cannot be touched, which total $24,618.60.  Every one of those accounts has all the proper liens posted relative to the sheriff's sale and bankruptcy, but the township cannot proceed to collect because of sheriff's sale and bankruptcy.  

The rest of phase 1 accounts that are not in bankruptcy or sheriff's sale total $183,980.73.  Of that, during the amnesty program for the past six months, the township collected 14 accounts paid in full, totaling $41,179.52.  The amnesty penalties and interest the individuals were able to save on those 14 accounts totaled $5,072.14, leaving an outstanding balance of those accounts totaling $137,855.97.  

Phase 2 was for accounts totaling $1,000 to $2,000.  There were 131 accounts in phase 2, total delinquency of $175,887.51.  Every one of those accounts has all the proper liens recorded at the courthouse.  Phase 3 is for accounts that are less than three‑quarters of a year in arrears.  Those 307 accounts total $144,170.39.  

Mr. Gill noted the township wants to be aggressive in collecting this money due, which could cover a payroll in the township.  The property owners have had plenty of opportunity to pay.  President Melnick noted it is not fair to the responsible people who pay their taxes and bills on time to let this ride.  He further noted the liening of property does not mean anything until the property is sold or they go for a loan and the bank makes them come current.

Mr. Gill brought up for discussion a matter relative to sheriff's sales and bankruptcies.  In the past, during the months from May through October, there might have been two to four property maintenance problems in the township from people going through bankruptcy and their mortgage company takes possession of the house, they are out-of-town mortgage companies, and they do not maintain the properties.  Because the maintenance issue can be an eyesore and a vector control problem, in the past he would bring the properties to the Board's attention and they have given authorization for township staff to go onto private property to cut the grass and maintain the property, and the maintenance fees were added to the lien.  Because of the economic times, there might be 15 to 20 on the list now, just as of this month, and township staff will not be Board of Commissioners
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able to handle all those properties.  Mr. Gill asked the Solicitor for guidance regarding the bankruptcy law and the township not having the manpower to take care of 15 to 20 property maintenance issues.  

Mr. Curcillo stated filing a bankruptcy does not relieve the homeowner of the obligation to pay in the future.  If the township comes in the week after bankruptcy is filed and does the work, that is a debt that person has to deal with.  He noted one of the issues that exists is whether or not at the various levels of courts, from the district justice to the courts, how some of the judges understand the application of the bankruptcy laws.  There is case law that says the bankruptcy staves off actions, but that is not for actions that are filed after the fact.  He noted there is some confusion because people interpret that to include actions before and after the filing.  He will meet with Mr. Gill to develop the best way to handle the matter so it can best be presented to the district justice and get the money back for township work once those violations are filed.  

Item no. 3 on the agenda was tabled pending the Intergovernmental Committee meeting.  

MOTION  to authorize the Township Manager to advertise the ordinance providing for entering into an intergovernmental cooperation agreement for the purpose of establishing one joint emergency operations plan, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

MOTION  to accept proposal 2, stealth flag pole, from ClearWire U.S. LLC, for the installation at the Adams‑Ricci Community Park, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve Robert L. Gill, Township Manager, as the agent of the township for purpose of certifying the township records for submittal to FEMA for reimbursement relative to winter storm expenses, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing township staff to draft a resolution for Officers Dunkerley, Coverdale and Sgt. Spencer for a job well done with the K‑Mart incident, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

Mr. Hall reported that Officer Dunkerley was on routine patrol checking businesses at 2 a.m.  He found a truck parked behind the K‑Mart, started checking the doors and found one pried open.  He immediately called for backup.  Sgt. Spencer handled a domestic call by himself so Officer Coverdale could back up Officer Dunkerley.  Officer Dunkerley and Officer Coverdale, 
along with Officer Coverdale's dog, entered to start searching for the perpetrator.  When they
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came upon the manager's office area, they heard a noise.  Officer Dunkerley ordered the person to come out or he would release the dog.  When they got no reply, there were some doors to the offices closed so Officer Dunkerley entered the hallway so the dog could enter the offices, at which time the perpetrator fired one shot, the bullet nearly struck Officer Dunkerley, and ricocheted toward the other officers.  They retreated and took cover at the doorway.  They then exited the store and called for reinforcements from Hampden, Silver Spring, West Shore Regional, Camp Hill, and Pennsylvania State Police, as well as the Cumberland County Special Response Team.  They also had a robot from the Southcentral Regional Terrorism Task Force.  They sent the robot into the store, which did not find any person in there.  The SWAT team instituted tear gas, entered the building, and found the subject took his own life in the office where he was trying to break into the safe.  

President Melnick noticed from documents in the packet other officers who earned various recognitions.  Lieutenant Mark Green was honored for his work on the board of the Children's Resource Center, where abuse victims are taken to be interviewed.  He was honored at the ninth annual Cumberland Victim's Rights Rally.  The Police Department earned a certificate of appreciation from the Victim's Service Agencies of Cumberland County for their expeditious assistance to victims who filed victim's compensation assistance claims.  Detective Shope earned a thank you from the East Pennsboro Area School District for a program on drug abuse and prevention that he presented at the high school on March 24, and Detective Shope will also be honored this Friday by the district attorney's office for his work in that he has the most drug arrests in the county task force.  

MOTION  directing township staff to draft resolutions for Detective Shope for his work with the Cumberland County Drug Task Force, and Detective Morris for successfully handling a domestic violence incident, and Lt. Mark Green for his work with Cumberland County Victim’s Services, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill reviewed with the Board that at the last meeting Ms. Nancy Otstot referred him to the county regarding a senior citizen bus lease for a dollar.  The county abolished that program a year ago.  Mr. Gill noted the township has been able to supply the senior citizens center with transportation when they go on trips, and he is diligently pursuing and hopefully will have a plan for the board by June 30 relative to purchasing another bus or van.  

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:18 p.m. was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

