
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 4, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, April 4, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owen, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster and Mark Green, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the following itemized minutes:

1.  Regular Meeting ‑ February 21, 2007

2.  Regular Meeting ‑ March 7, 2007 

3.  Special Meeting ‑ March 8, 2007 

was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Building Department Report ‑ March 2007 

2.  Property Maintenance ‑ February 15 through March 31, 2007 

3.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ March 2007 

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  
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IV.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Byron Jacobs, 1295 Oyster Mill Road, asked for an update regarding clogged drains on Oyster Mill Road, and the drainage problem he is still experiencing from the houses in the Floribunda development above him.  Mr. Gill stated they are digging the drains on the roadway.  Regarding the drainage problem from Floribunda, Mr. Gill noted the Board of Commissioners has been onsite on two separate occasions, as well as he has been there with the Township Engineer during heavy rains, and they have not witnessed the problems described by Mr. Jacobs.  He further noted the developer made some suggestions about putting a pipe by Mr. Jacobs' driveway, but Mr. Jacobs will not give permission to them to work on his property. 

President DeMartyn noted when they visited Mr. Jacobs' property they did note water springing up from his land from underground springs.  Mr. Fry recommended that Mr. Jacobs take legal action against the homeowners in the properties above him if feels aggrieved.  He noted the township incurred a lot of expense doing engineering and other work for Mr. Jacobs, which apparently is not suitable, and there is nothing more the township can do. President DeMartyn reiterated that the township has completed all the recommendations from the various engineers except installing the pipe by Mr. Jacobs' driveway, which the developer agreed to do but Mr. Jacobs will not permit.  

V. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

Mr. Tom Wilson, from Kurowski & Wilson Engineers for the Holy Spirit Mediplex, reviewed the current status with the plan, which was presented to the board at their March 21 meeting.  Since that meeting, they met with representatives and some of the adjoining property owners to try to alleviate their concerns with regard to both vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Poplar Church Road.  K&W arranged to acquire an additional survey at 897 Poplar Church Road as well as across the street, the south side of Poplar Church Road at Dr. Azizkahn's property.  Following the survey, they developed some designs that could alleviate concerns of the adjoining property owners.  At 897 Poplar Church Road they designed a 12‑foot, one‑way connector road that would connect the Holy Spirit Mediplex parking lot to the Gastroenterology parking lot area.  It would be a one‑way drive that clients of this facility could drive through the Holy Spirit Mediplex property and access the traffic signal.  The width of the access road is 12 feet.  Additionally, to alleviate some of the pedestrian traffic concerns, they have proposed a 4‑foot wide pedestrian pathway throughout the Mediplex site, which is now identified on the plan going through the Gastroenterology parking lot through the site, connecting at the rear of the Mediplex 
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and then coming up the access road to the signalized intersection.  So pedestrians would have a pathway through the Gastroenterology lot, the Mediplex property, the access road, the signal, and safely cross the road. As a result of the construction of the access drive, there are parking spaces that will be lost and the hospital has agreed to provide space for those lost parking stalls.  

Across the street on Dr. Azizkahn's property, there were concerns with traffic exiting onto Poplar Church Road from Dr. Azizkahn's office.  Holy Spirit has proposed to construct a one‑way access drive along the rear of Dr. Azizkahn's property that would connect with the Holy Spirit parking lot and traffic would be able to traverse through the Holy Spirit parking lot and exit at the signalized intersection.  In addition, they will provide a replacement parking area adjacent to that access drive.  Also, the hospital has agreed to provide two parking passes for Dr. Azizkahn to use so that they would be permitted to park within the hospital parking lot. 

There were also concerns about pedestrian traffic along Poplar Church Road as well as people crossing from the hospital to visit the Mediplex, so they now propose to construct a drop‑off area and a sidewalk that would parallel the access drive and connect with the pedestrian walkway that will connect throughout the entire site. Additionally, they have identified a future sidewalk along the front of Poplar Church Road so that if the township determines at some time in the future that property owners on the north side of Poplar Church Road need to construct a sidewalk, it is already identified on the plan and the hospital will construct a sidewalk at its expense at that time.  

Township staff, representatives of K&W, representatives of Trans Associates, who represent Dr. Azizkahn and Gastroenterology Associates, along with their legal counsel, met last Friday to discuss these new proposals and the adjoining property owners are satisfied with what has been proposed. 

Mr. Dave Getz, representing all three practices, agreed Mr. Wilson correctly related their meeting and agreement.  His clients appreciate Holy Spirit's making revisions to their plan to accommodate the safety of the physicians and staff and patients.  Their traffic engineer reviewed it and based on the fact that all three practices have a way to get to the traffic light, he believes that eliminates the concern of the secondary right access by the cemetery and believes it will work out for the best.  Also, there are legal easements that need to be written and reviewed.  His clients also expressed appreciation to the Township Manager and his staff for consideration and setting up the meeting.  

Further, Mr. Getz asked the township to consider putting a sign not blocking the driveway at the Neurology practice, and that township also consider a sign indicating the middle lane is for center turns and not for passing other vehicles. 
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Dr. David Peters, from Pennsylvania Gastroenterology, personally thanked the Commissioners for taking the time to work out an agreement, and also thanked Holy Spirit for making their best effort to continue the plan.  He believes it will still be a very congested corridor, but the proposals will work out in the best way possible.  He and Dr. Rush expressed appreciation to Holy Spirit Hospital for helping them maintain the safety of their patients.  

Dr. Azizkahn, co‑owner of the Azizkahn Medical Center office building at 888 Popular Church Road, Camp Hill, spoke on behalf of his two children and two other physicians in practice at that center that there will still be traffic congestion and some increase in traffic from the Mediplex complex, but they are pleased that Holy Spirit Hospital has listened to the concerns for the safety of the patients and staff of the three medical offices that will be most affected by the Mediplex and has worked to alleviate the concerns, and they greatly appreciate their spirit of cooperation. 

Mr. Steve Rasiki, 1548 Inverness Drive, Mechanicsburg, a commuter who uses this route, stated he travels from the area of Erford Road, along Poplar Church to Center Street each day and has noted the gridlock there, sometimes extending to Erford Road, and there is at least one day a week where the gridlock extends beyond the hospital signal.  Many times he waits on Poplar Church Road, the light turns green for the people exiting the hospital and they have nowhere to go, they sit there for at least a cycle because of the gridlock.  He suggested the gridlock can be fixed because they are caused by two primary causes.  One is across from the Weis Market, where Camp Hill Borough allow off‑street parking.  If there is one car parked there, only one lane of traffic can get by.  If nobody is parked there, two lanes of traffic can get through. 

The other problem is the gridlock is from 21st Street to Center Street, the Highmark signal backs up traffic all the way to the top of the hill to Poplar Church Road and 21st Street.  The signals are not interconnected, so at Creekside that light will be red, Highmark is green, and traffic stacks up and even though it is green at Highmark, that traffic has nowhere to go.  He suggested it should be very easy to coordinate to have it green at both signals.  Perhaps the reason that the gridlock is sporadic, it does not happen every day, is because those signals operate independently.  Sometimes they just happen to be coordinated okay.  He suggested if these two issues are addressed, there will be a tremendous improvement in the traffic gridlock.

President DeMartyn informed Mr. Rasiki that the township has requested for least 25 years to not allow off ‑street parking on 21st Street.  They have recognized that problem for years.  He did thank Mr. Rasiki for the suggestion about the traffic signal coming out of Highmark, which should be recycled at Highmark.    

Mr. Gill noted the township even had agreement with the owner of Weis Market to provide parking spaces for the people who live on 21st Street in Camp Hill, but Camp Hill would 
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not agree. The township even asked PennDOT, when they did the improvements on 21st Street, to mandate it, but they refused.  Mrs. McAlister urged Mr. Rasiki to get a petition together to deliver to Camp Hill Borough Council.  

President DeMartyn thanked him for his excellent input, and thanked all parties for their cooperation. 

Mr. Hertzler asked why the hospital will not install the sidewalk along Poplar Church now instead of in the future.  Mr. Wilson indicated it is a cost issue and they do not feel it is warranted at this period.  They have provided pedestrian pathways throughout the site such that a pedestrian could traverse the site.  There really is nowhere for them to go if they were to traverse along the front of Poplar Church Road going either way from the site, and they did not want to encourage traffic where there are no other sidewalks on either side of the property.  

Mr. Hertzler stated he appreciated the doctors coming to agreement, but he still has significant concerns relative to traffic congestion in that area.  He took note of a comment made by Mr. Carlson at the last meeting regarding the right in, right out driveway would not meet the Township's level of standards described in Section 805, Part 6, of the ordinance, which describes the level of service D as the minimum operating requirement for roadway signalized and unsignalized intersections in the township.  Including the upstream signals, it would operate at a level of service F, which is deficient and should be addressed or else the applicant should request a waiver for level of service.  He asked the Township Traffic Engineer if that is an accurate analysis of the township's existing ordinance.  

Mr. States noted according to his analysis, the intersection will operate at a sufficient level of service to meet the ordinance.  The information of the upstream signal is a factor that can be applied to the analysis of the right in, right out driveway or any other stop controlled driveway, but what he has researched as part of the highway capacity manual, which is the document he followed to do the analysis, typically upstream signal is provided in conjunction with a coordinated signal system, and as he stated at the last meeting, that intersection at Poplar Church and Holy Spirit is not coordinated with the signals on 21st Street.  In that case, the highway capacity manual says that the upstream signals are less predictable, so based on that direction and past history, he did not include the upstream signal information.  He noted if the upstream signal information is included, it would not operate at a sufficient level of service, but when he did the original study in reference to the highway capacity manual, it did not fall into that range that that data should be incorporated into the study.  

Mr. Hertzler asked how the revised plan improves the traffic situation with the right in, right out.  Mr. States noted because with Dr. Azizkahn's exit at the rear of his property to the signal at the Holy Spirit drive now, it alleviates his left turns out, which would not have to 
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compete with the traffic coming out of the right in, right out driveway.  They project 40 to 41 vehicles coming out of the right in, right out driveway during peak traffic hours.  It was suggested to keep the right in, right out for emergency service vehicles to have a second access.  

Additionally, Capital Area Transit will provide access to this facility and they do not stop on Poplar Church, so this way they can pull in the site at the signal, drop off at the facility, and then exit the site at the right in, right out driveway, which gives them good circulation through the site. 

Mr. Hertzler stated he would feel better if the township had an idea as to when the proposed modifications to the 21st and Center Street intersection will be approved by PennDOT, and that with this plan, it will put a lot more traffic in a very congested area.  He noted it is a great project for the township and great in terms of economic development, but he remains concerned about the commuter traffic and the residents of the area having to deal with the congestion.  

Mrs. McAlister asked why a parking garage was not planned instead of paving so much land to provide 300 parking spaces, especially considering of water runoff problems.  Additionally, it would provide more land for future expansion.  Mr. Green stated that structured parking was cost prohibitive to construct because they would need quite a few decks in order to provide the numbers of parking spaces that are required, at $25,000 per pad. 

President DeMartyn suggested the county commissioners have a lot of political clout with the State and urged them to try to get PennDOT to take the another look at that intersection to improve the traffic situation for everybody in that area, and also the commuters who travel that area on a regular basis.   

MOTION  to approve the preliminary/final subdivision and land development plan for Holy Spirit Mediplex, including a waiver of Section 306 of the Subdivision Land Development Ordinance requiring preliminary plan submission; waiver of Section 703.D.1 of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance as it relates to pre‑ and post‑development peak discharge rates in the stormwater management plan submission; waiver of the sidewalk requirements relative to Section 507 of the Subdivision Land Development Ordinance as recommended by consultant Joel Maguire of GTS, as well as including a note on the plan expressing Holy Spirit Hospital's intent to assume all costs to install a sidewalk along the front of Poplar Church Road if the township should require it in the future, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to adopt Ordinance no. 734‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, rescinding Ordinance no. 422‑82 and establishing "no parking" on the south side of West Cumberland Road, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a majority of the aye votes, with Mrs. McAlister abstaining. 

President DeMartyn noted the Fire Marshal commented that it will make it easier for people to then go down West Cumberland and turn on to Perry, which will make the street safer.  

MOTION  to accept Mr. Gilbert Intrieri's resignation from the Environmental Advisory Council, effective as of March 11, 2007, with thanks for his involvement on the council, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to nominate Mr. James Hazard, One Hazard Lane, Enola, to replace Mr. Intrieri and serve out the remainder of his term on the Environmental Advisory Council, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to approve payment to Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor for professional services rendered for the period of March 1 through March 28, 2007, in the amount of $6,441.49, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill reviewed the permit fee revision suggestions.  He outlined the permit recommendations, which include increasing the conditional use application fee for residential purposes from $100 to $150 because of the cost of legal advertisements, increasing Zoning Hearing Board applications from $250 to $300 for the same purpose, and adding a $50 annual inspection fee for the new grease and fats ordinance.  

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2007‑05, permit fee revision, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Hertzler noted for the record that the board has recently seen two very controversial developments which would not be entertained if the proposed land and subdivision ordinance were in effect.  It was indicated at the last meeting that the proposed land and subdivision ordinance had been submitted to Cumberland County and the township is waiting 45 days for their approval, but he indicated dissatisfaction with ceding authority over a land and subdivision ordinance to the county, since it is a local municipal responsibility, and that by moving to advertise the proposed ordinance will allow the township to stop consideration of any further plans during the process of consideration of enactment of a final document, and after it has been advertised, the board can take comments from the county, hold a public hearing and consider other provisions.  President DeMartyn noted the worst that can happen is that during the public hearing phase major changes are made and then it have to be readvertised. 
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MOTION  authorizing the Township Solicitor to advertise the proposed land development and Zoning Ordinance, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Hertzler noted that the cameras secured by a grant by the police department for the high school have been in place since December, and yet there is still no policy adopted by the school district for the police department to have access to the surveillance cameras, which are located in public areas at the high school.  He has had several conversations with the school board and he believe this is a problem with the administration.  Mr. Hertzler stated he is very disappointed with the school administration, since this involves the safety of the students and the residents, it is disappointing that they do not care to concern themselves with the safety of their students.

Additionally, the township currently has six police cars that have modems in them.  When Verizon communicated with the Chief about an update, the police were supposed to get high speed modems but never did.  Chief McMaster stated they were told they could be adapted to high speed when high speed became available on this coast.  Now they are saying that they will cost $800 a piece to adapt them.  The manager of Verizon said that since their salesman told the Police Department it would be upgraded, they are willing to offer it for $400 a piece.  Mr. Hertzler noted the high speed modem would make it much easier to get hooked up with the new school cameras.  Today he talked with a representative from Verizon and hopefully Verizon will get in touch with the Chief to get this taken care of. 

MOTION  to directing the Township Manager to send a letter to the East Pennsboro School District requesting them to establish a policy to open up access so that the East Pennsboro Police Department can access the new security cameras, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

The board discussed the county hiring 12 students as monitors for the new voting precincts and concerns about transporting them to Carlisle for training, as well as making sure they are assigned to East Pennsboro precincts.  

MOTION  authorizing the use of the township bus to provide transportation for East Pennsboro students to attend voting machine training in Carlisle, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.   

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m., was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

