
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 2, 2008

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, April 2, 2008, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owens, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Mark Green, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER

Vice President Hertzler called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

It was noted Commissioner DeMartyn is on vacation this week.

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 19, 2008, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ March 2008 


2.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ February 15 to March 28, 2008 

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. George Tyson, 1005 Belle Vista Drive, addressed the board to raise a level of awareness as to what he considers to be a problem stretch of road.  He has lived at his property for 24 years and has had a number of traffic‑related incidents on the road, including incidents like an unfortunate teenager death in his yard.  His property is along a section of Belle Vista Drive that was not redone when Interstate 81 went in, and consequently, drag racing is not uncommon.  At his property the road narrows, has an incline, and bears slightly to the left.  On many occasions half the road is a solid sheet of ice in the winter.  There are near misses on a regular basis.

Mr. Hertzler stated that Chief McMaster brought the board up to date on the investigation of the crash that occurred Monday night.  He indicated there is a speeding problem up there.  Most of the drivers use that road as a bypass to Valley Street to get to Marysville.  Because of the 

kink in the road, people going eastbound often end up in the middle of the road and the people going westbound are blocked between that person and the mountain.

Mr. Hertzler noted the board has a road tour on April 15, and indicated that this stretch of road will be included on the tour.  He asked staff to look at the area between now and the road tour to get some ideas.  Lighting the area was suggested as an option.

Mr. Craig Swanger, 13 Creekside Drive, addressed the board regarding Locust Ridge.  He is concerned about additional traffic on Creekside Drive.  He has lived there the majority of his life and ever since the Blue Shield building has gone in, traffic has increased dramatically.  East Penn Drive has reduced the volume, but it is still incredibly high.  He reviewed all the accidents and incidents on the road.

Mr. Hertzler noted there have been several concerns expressed relative to the Locust Ridge development.  One of the corrections, which is not an ideal fix, is that there will be an improvement at that entrance which will straighten it out and eliminate part of the curve.  

V.
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Items no. 2 and 3 on the agenda were tabled.  

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 18 from the 1998 Sewer Construction Fund Account in the amount of $779.12 for engineering services relative to Oyster Mill and Floribunda Section 10 sanitary sewer extension project, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered during the period of March 1 through March 26, 2008, in the amount of $3,240.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Jay States, of Grove‑Miller Engineers, reviewed his report regarding LED lights and preemption devices for 15 intersections in the township.  The 15 new signal heads would utilize roughly 450 LED bulbs, at approximately $100 per bulb.  The township can purchase the equipment at lower price than what the signal contractors can pay, saving $5 to $8 per bulb for future maintenance, if it is done through Costars.  

His bid specification package broke down the bids for LEDs only, LEDs and preemption, or limited LEDs and preemption. The township could, if they get a good bid, pick and choose which intersections may or may not be done as far as emergency vehicle preemption.  The initial bid package will be all inclusive.  Mr. Gill reviewed the estimates of cost savings indicating that the pay back of spending $45,000 for the LEDs will be recouped in three years, with an 80 percent savings by going from current bulbs to the LEDs.  Mr. States noted the LEDs are guaranteed for 5 years, but technically they have been lasting for 10 years.  Percs will come out and relamp them twice a year, and if there is a failure, the township will contact Percs.  

Mr. States also reported getting figures for a hearing impaired traffic signal at the East Penn Drive-Wertzville Road intersection, and Southmont and Wertzville Road intersection, after a request was made by a sight-impaired resident of Laurel Hills North.  The two intersections would meet the criteria for installation.  The installation of the speaker system is about $4,000 per intersection, or $1,000 per unit, to purchase and wire it through.  For a four‑crosswalk intersection, $4,000.  New Cumberland is installing a newer version which runs up to $7,000, and which is more than the typical cuckoo one but tells them which road to cross. A pedestrian must activate a button, which will give them a signal when to cross Wertzville Road.  If an emergency vehicle would come through and activate that, a new indication would come up to say emergency in intersection, please clear intersection.  Mr. Fry asked if there was any grant money available to help pay for the costs.  Mr. Gill will look into it.

MOTION  authorizing the Township Manager to proceed with the advertisement for bids for the LED lights and preemption devices, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill stated the weekend of May 31, all picnic pavilions at Adams-Ricci Park are rented, and all the fields are in use that weekend as well.  

MOTION  to deny the request from Lora K. Hammaker to hold, as part of the Camp Hill Relay For Life, a dog relay event at Adams‑Ricci Community Park on Saturday, May 31, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., under the recommendation that that weekend is unavailable, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  recommended by Chief McMaster to establish "No Parking" on either side of the unnamed alley to the rear of the 500 block of West Cumberland Road, which runs east‑west off of Enola Drive along the old Post Office, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted at the last meeting he was directed to look into the maintenance and operations costs of the Good Will's pumper.  Mr. Bumgardner is working on the maintenance and operations on a regular schedule, and Mr. Gill talked to Gladfelter Insurance, who represents the Fire Department's insurance, as to whether the township can pay on Good Will's behalf or should the township reimburse the fire company. Gladfelter indicated the township can pay their insurance either way.  The yearly insurance for the individual fire truck is $1,978. 

MOTION authorizing the Township Manager to pay the insurance costs for Good Will Fire Company's pumper, policy covered from April 1, 2008, to March 31, 2009, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted during the workshop session he reported to the board that the township received a letter from the Cumberland County Commissioners relative to supporting the proposed Intergovernmental Cooperation Ordinance in addition to the proposed Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement relative to the Special Fire Police offices.  Mr. Gill contacted Ted Wise, Director of Public Safety, and asked him to address the Board of Commissioners regarding this matter.  Mr. Wise attended the workshop session and explained in great detail the cooperation agreement and the ordinance.  Mr. Coyne will contact the County Solicitor to go over the particulars relative to the ordinance.  The board directed the Township Manager and Township Solicitor to review the proposed ordinance and agreement and report 

back to the Board of Commissioners at their next regular meeting.  Mr. Wise also reported 22 of the 33 municipalities have already executed the current ordinance and Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement.  

Mr. Wise also informed the board that in the very near future the township will have to deal with some street duplication of names because of the county GIS program.

Mr. Gill, on behalf of the township, congratulated Commissioner Kuntzelman, Immediate Past President of the Central Association of Township Commissioners.  He was recognized for his outstanding service during this last year as President and was awarded a citation and plaque by Attorney General Tom Corbett. 

Mr. Hertzler noted the conference hosted a lot of good seminars, one of them dealing with the electric caps expiring in 2010 and whether to enter into an energy consortium to get a reduction in electric rates.

Mr. Pietropaoli informed the board that the EAC asked the Township Solicitor to revisit reestablishing the Shade Tree Commission as a separate sub-board called the East Pennsboro Township Shade Tree Commission.  The old Shade Tree Ordinance still exists.  If someone cuts down a tree without permission, it is a $50 fine.  They asked the Solicitor to attend the next meeting to explain the legalities of a Shade Tree Ordinance, because Camp Hill has been challenged on theirs.  To make it work, the Environmental Advisory Council needs people who live in those areas on the board to protect it.  They are considering establishing a subcommittee of the council to maybe investigate complaints and make recommendations to the EAC.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:48 p.m., was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

