
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 7, 2007

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, March 7, 2007, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, Dolores McAlister, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster and Mark Green, Police Department. 

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

II. APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Building Department Report ‑ February 

2.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ February 

3.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ February 

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Richard Miller, 508 West Cumberland Road, asked for clarification regarding three ordinances pertaining to the use of public parking spaces, the use of private property to access one's vehicle while parked on the public street, and parking large commercial vehicles on public streets on a long‑term basis.  He noted the neighborhood had a very good understanding regarding parking arrangements, but four months ago it started to change and one neighbor's car started to be parked on the public street when there is more than adequate space on his own property.  This disrupted the traditional parking areas and the neighbors.  There have been tow trucks and cement finishing trucks.  

Chief McMaster stated he talked to Mr. miller and indicated there is a registered gross weight limit of 13,000 pounds, of which at least the tow truck does not meet.   Mr. miller questioned whether the township has an ordinance that prohibits the parking of commercial vehicles, work vehicles in certain neighborhoods, and was told there is no such ordinance.  He also asked if there is no public easement in some areas of the township along a public street and a vehcicle pulls into a public parking space in front of a person's property, how can you exit the vehicle and not be on their property without an easement or right of way?  He does not understand how anyone could be disallowed to exit a vehicle and not use someone's property because there is no easement.  He thought there was an easement from the middle of the road from 10 to 20 feet, but Mr. DeMartyn stated in some areas of the township the easement is much smaller

Mr. Pietropaoli stated he must look to his deed to determine what the right‑of‑way is.  Mr. Miller noted that West Cumberland Street is very narrow with parking on one side, and with the consideration of Grant's Cove, there is a discussion about moving the parking to the other side, which may pose a problem later on.  

Chairman DeMartyn thought in that area of the township, the curb is probably the property line and it is private property, so there is possibly a problem with a person exiting their car if the curb is on the property line and there is no right‑of‑way there.  He must check his deed to determine if there is any right‑of‑way.   

Mr. Pietropaoli reviewed the old codified ordinances which indicated that West Cumberland Road from Enola Drive to Wertzville Road, which indicates on the old original plan it must show it going through to Wertzville, the road is 30 feet wide for the first 275 feet, then 33 feet wide thereafter.  So at a point of 275 feet, something happens that increases it to 33 feet.  That is the legal right‑of‑way.  Mr. Gill noted the curb is probably only about 24 feet in that area, having two 10‑foot travel lanes and then a parking lane.  Mr. Miller then suggested if there is an easement or a right‑of‑way, any citizen of East Pennsboro or anyone who visits East Pennsboro should have a right to exit their vehicle undisputed or without threat of trespass or criminal action, which President DeMartyn concurred.  

Mrs. McAlister questioned if the deed says that the property goes to the curb, is that not then private property.  Mr. Pietropaoli surmised that the curb is on the right‑of‑way because the curb would say a distance that would take it to the property corner, and that would be the right‑of‑way end.  He further noted that some old roads that were straight, the property line went to the center of the street.  The right‑of‑way is for public use, to put signs on, utilities, to plow the snow, widen the roads, and it also gives the township opportunity to assess property owners for sidewalks. 

Mr. Donald Thompson, 513 West Cumberland Road, asked and was told that traffic will remain going in both directions, but parking is to be moved from one side of the streat to the other.  Mr. Thompson asked that parking should be left the way it is because it will cut off parking spaces not only for Cumberland Road but for people around the corner.  He mentioned the neighbors have had trouble with one property owner who deliberatly parks extra vehicles out on the street so as to not allow other people to park on the street, and when he pulls his tow truck and two other vehicles to prevent people from parking there,  he has had his mother, who lives another street down has pull in to keep the spot and prevent the neighbors from parking across the street.  He statedt the neighbors are tired of being bullied by one resident.

President DeMartyn told them they have private legal recourse, but the street a public street and anybody can park on the street.  As far as parking related to the Grant's Cove plan, the plan has not been approved and the board must consider the safest way in which to do it.  Mr. Miller asked if permit parking would be permissible, especially with 20 new units planned with Grant's Cove.

Mr. Miller then asked about whether the township has an evacuation plan because of the railyard.  Since Enola is getting so tightly packed, he believes adding more units will cause an evacuation disaster.  Mr. Bumgardner noted the county has plans and the railroad has plans, under which the volunteer emergency services train.  He also noted there are many variables under which they would have to evacuate, depending on the way the wind blows at the time of evacuation.  Mr. Bumgardner noted the biggest problem with hazardous material transfer is with trucks on Route 81.  

Mr. David Bennett, 859 Acri Road, thanked two board members for assisting him and his wife with a problem.  He informed the board there are unregistered cars parked in a back yard on Acri Road, at Raintree and Acri.  He also pointed out that Magaro Road and Lee Ann Court is an accident waiting to happen because of the knob in the road and with the new houses being built, cars will come up Wolfe Road and Hill Road and not have proper sight distance.  

He complained about snow removal during the recent snow storm.  He stated he lives on an emergency route and even with the plows that broke down, it was five days before a road grader was brought in, and the truck was still there.  It took seven or eight days to get the truck out.  President DeMartyn stated the township could not give up the manpower to get the truck because they were all out plowing the snow.  



Reverend Dr. M. Mya Williams, 30 Creekside Drive, addressed the board concerning her deed 30 Creekside Drive.  She researched the deed back to 1895 and that particular deed and she belives the portion in dispute is her property, not the Beahm's, as noted in a recent proposed subdivision plan.  While she is in support of the proposed subdivision, she would like to resolve the matter of her driveway, which should accurately reflect that it is on her property, not the Beahm's.  She reviewed the difference in the deeds of of 1916 and 1936.  President DeMartyn asked the Solicitor to provide a copy of Rev. Dr. Williams research to the developer's counsel to resolve any survey issues.

Robert Ridgeway, 14 Creekside Drive, who also owns 18, 24 and 32 Creekside Drive, produced a copy of his because the developer's survey indicated his land was township land, which was directed to be included in the submission from the Township Solicitor to the developer's counsel.  Rev. Dr. Williams asked that once the copies are present to the developer's attorneys, that they be directed to put in writing what they plan to do, the improvements to the driveway and Dennis Street, and the traffic light.  

Mr. Jeff Manet, 713 Erford Road, requested  an update regarding signage for Ridley Park for the disk golf course, as well as a request that the township purchase the baskets for the back nine holes.  The back nine holes are on loan now from Pinchot, and they must be returned. 

Mr. Pietropaoli indicated the sign is on the township's our list of 40 signs to be made.  The blanks have been received and are ready to go, but Hampden is backed up on producing the street signs,  with all the snow the last month and plowing.  Mr. Gill indicated he will convey to the board the cost of the baskets and they can decide whether they want to pay for that.  


Byron Jacobs, 1295 Oyster Mill Road, asked about the swale above his house that is overgrown with vegetation.  He also indicated the street drains on his street are not working.  Mr. Gill directed township staff to review the catch basins. 

Mr. Donald Plantz, 150 Salt Road, thanked Mr. Gill for the response he received today regarding his drainage situation.  He is hopeful the recommendations will work.  

IV.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

MOTION  to accept the letter of resignation of Officer Heather Long to be effective on March 10, 2007, with regret and with congratulations to her promotion to the Attorney General's Office to be effective March 10, 2007, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION to authorize the Township Manager to advertise for bids for the three projects, 1. North Pumping Station Force Main Replacement; 2. Center Street Sanitary Sewer Trunk Replacement; 3. Tower Road Low Pressure Sewer Extension, as outlined by Gannett Fleming, Inc., In association with the Township's Act 537 plan, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the request from Cornerstone Independent Baptist Church to hold their sunrise services at the Keystone pavilion on Sunday, April 7, from 7:00 a.m. to 7:30 a.m., was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered during the period of February 2 through February 28, 2007, invoice no. 13475 in the amount of $4,049.47, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve the Mary Schaner Senior Citizens Center at the East Pennsboro Township Municipal Building as a polling site effective with the May primary election, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to authorize the Township Manager and the appropriate municipal officials for signatures to apply for a $62,500.00 grant for safe water approprations grants assistance for the wastewater treatment facilities to be utilized to help offset the three items including the North Pumping Station Force Main Replacement, the Center Street Sanitary Sewer Trunk Replacement, and the Tower Road Low Pressure Sewer Extension, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

Mr. Kuntzelman asked staff to contact Our Lady of Lourdes regarding snow removal at the church, which they are pushing out onto Salt Road and dumping it in the middle of the road.  

Mr. Gill noted a tentative agreement of sale has been reached for the Super Thrift with the Greater Harrisburg Area Realtors, who will be occupying the property.  

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:03 p.m., was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.  

