
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 4, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, March 4, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, Dolores McAlister, John Kuntzelman and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Chief.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 18, 2009, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized  reports:

1.  Building Department Report 


2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ February 2009 

3.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ January 1 through February 27, 2009 

was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

IV.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Ms. Jayne, Farringer, 317 First Street, PO Box 404, Summerdale, PA, 17093, presented notarized petitions from the residents of Summerdale, Central Penn College, and Summerdale United Methodist Church, objecting to the U.S. Post Office's plan to close the Summerdale Post Office and change Summerdale residents to the Enola Post Office.  Mr. Don Blosser, a resident of Summerdale, did an estimate on what would it cost for a curbside box for the residents, at $200‑350 per box, depending if the sidewalk had to be cut into, multiplied by 333 houses, residents, apartments, and businesses.  
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MOTION  to accept the petition presented on behalf of the residents of the Village of Summerdale, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mrs. McAlister, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  directing the Township Manager to send copies of the petitions presented on behalf of the residents of the Village of Summerdale to keep their Post Office and ZIP Code to the U.S. Postal Service, Senator Vance, Representative Grell, Congressman Platts, and U.S. Senators Specter and Casey, to keep them abreast of what is transpiring and the efforts of the residents to keep the Summerdale Post Office, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill informed the board he replied to the letter from Mr. Burke at the Crooked Hill Post Office outlining some information about the township and correcting the errors of his letter.  He would like to have the Postal Service meet with the residents of Summerdale.  He contacted their customer service rep to ask for a meeting between Post Office officials and the residents.  They were to get back to him, and he will continue following up until he gets a response.  Mr. Burke said they have recently resolved this matter by assigning a "1" in front of each house number of First, Second, and High Streets in Summerdale, however that is not the case.  Mr. Gill also expressed to them that East Pennsboro is not a borough but a first class township, contrary to what his letter indicated.  The position of the board continues to be that it wants the residents, whether they have curbside service or pick‑up at Summerdale, to be allowed to keep their Summerdale Post Office at 17093.  

Mr. Gill also confirmed that per the board’s direction, he wrote to the Cumberland County Commissioners and stressing that with modern technology relative to the modern 911 system, the board believes the county should not inconvenience East Pennsboro residents and that the board expects the county to provide the proper emergency services to residents, and the board seeks their assistance in this important matter.  Mr. Gill will talk to the county administrator relative to this.  I have not heard from Mr. Burke or Ms. Himes, but will follow up at the end of the week and continue to press for a meeting with Post Office officials. 

President DeMartyn informed the residents the board wanted to have the meeting with Post Office officials and the residents at the Summerdale Fire Hall.  Mr. Hertzler suggested inviting Congressman Platts, because this is a Federal government decision.  He also suggested asking Senator Specter and Senator Casey to attend, or their representative.  

The Board commended Ms. Farringer and the residents for all their work gathering the petitions.  The Board of Commissioners stressed it is committed to retaining the village name of Summerdale, and will do everything within its power to maintain that, especially this year, during Summerdale's 100th anniversary of the village.  
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Mr. Tom Reese, 607 Mountain Street, Summerdale, noted when he moved to Summerdale 22 years ago he had an option of taking an Enola address or a Summerdale address.  He chose Summerdale.  Over the years he has had major problems with his address.  When he goes to a bank, it does not recognize the street.  UPS cannot deliver because the address is not found.  He called 911 for an emergency and was told he lives on Mountain Road, not Mountain Street.  Two months ago at PNC Bank he and his wife were there for 25 minutes while they tried to get a computer operator to override their system to say that their address was not valid, and he has been dealing with that bank for 22 years.  He is afraid the same problems will happen to residents of Summerdale in the future, not just that they could lose the identity of the town, but people in the town will be subject to what he has gone through for 22 years.  When ordering something online, he stated he has to play around with the address to get it to work.  He explained that there are major vendors that do the address software, and they are not in sync.  If your address does not work, the only hope is for an eventual update to their software.  

Mr. Rick Blood, 100 Plain Street, Summerdale, addressed the board regarding the former Summerdale Park.  It is a mess, and when the residents brought it up to the board last year, they were under the impression that nothing was supposed to be moved in there until the owners got approval to make advancement with whatever they are going to do building wise.  Shortly after that, piles of debris and dirt were moved in there.  All the trees were cut down, and there are big piles of brush.  The grass was not kept up last summer.  It is lowering the value even more so of the homes in that immediate area.  He asked if anything can be done to get it cleaned up until they are ready to do whatever they are going to do there. 

President DeMartyn said they would look into it. Mr. Pietropaoli stated even during construction he has to cut the grass and maintain it. 

Mr. Ben Milliken, 100 Park Avenue, adjacent to the park, stated there is a racetrack at that park area with four‑wheelers.  Mr. Gill stated they will speak to the owner regarding this matter.  The property should be posted because it is liability issue for him.  Mr. Dan Hersh, 419 Mountain Street, Summerdale, Pennsylvania, stated he had the same experience with consumer affairs at the Crooked Hill Post Office.  He asked them to attend the meeting tonight to clear the air, but they did not seem to want to deal with the issue directly.  The rep told him on the phone yesterday that she was planning on meeting with the Commissioners next week. 

Mr. Will Mabius, 107 Valley Street, Summerdale, stated as far as inconvenience, where they put the mailboxes on Valley Street is a hazard for some of the elderly people to walk across the street, which would be treacherous.  Also, with a mailbox in front of the home, that may be their only parking and then they cannot park in front of the mailbox.  
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Ms. Nancy Myers, 604 Mountain Street, has lived in Summerdale for years, and when she moved into her house on Mountain Street, it was 604 Mountain Road and had to go through the change from Mountain Road to Mountain Street.  She lives alone with a steep driveway and the only place to put a mailbox is at the end of the road, and Mountain Road is wide.  It would be impossible for her in ice and snow to get down the driveway to pick up the mail. 

V.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2009‑07 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, recognizing Kyle Wagner for distinguishing himself during a structure fire on Thursday, October 30, 2008, at 2405 Hume Lane, Hampden Township, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by  Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Kyle has been a volunteer member of Summerdale Fire Company for over 12 years, and is a paid firefighter for Frederick, Maryland.  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Item no. 4 on the agenda was tabled.  

MOTION  to approve payment of Requisition no. 14 to Gannett Fleming, Inc., From the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account for engineering services relative to the Beaver Avenue pumping station in the amount of $1,538.83, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to enter into collective negotiations through the Capital Region Council of Governments to reach a new franchise agreement with Comcast, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to establish a Special Meeting on Tuesday, March 17, at 6 p.m., for engineering final design review presentation with Gannett Fleming, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Coyne informed the board of a recent Supreme Court decision emanating from an Allegheny County case states that if the municipality agrees to engage an inspector of rental properties, that is the one that does the job.  The municipality is not compelled to take anybody else's inspection.  He believes this decision reinforces the position of the township regarding rental properties.  Mr. Gill stated East Pennsboro is in the third year of its rental inspection program. 
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President DeMartyn announced an Executive Session for personnel matters would be held immediately after adjournment.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 p.m, was made by Mrs. McAlister, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 


(Whereupon, Executive Session for the purpose of personnel matters was held immediately after adjournment.)

