
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 7, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, January 7, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; and James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

President DeMartyn noted Commissioner McAlister's absence due to a slight accident.  He indicated she is fine and is recuperating.  

II.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  to approve the following itemized reports: 

1.  Overtime Report ‑ Year End 2008 

2.  Building Department Report ‑ December 2008 

3.  Inspection Report ‑ November and December 2008 

4.  Health Department Report ‑ December 2008 

5.  Property Maintenance ‑ November 15 through December 31, 2008

was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mrs. Nancy Gembusia, 3510 Raintree Road, addressed the board with an update on the continuing acts of vandalism at her property.  On Saturday, December 27, at 10:50 p.m., their cable was cut again, and this time the police responded.  On January 2, 2009, they arrived home to find many indentations to the siding of their house, like somebody took a hammer and made indentations into the house.  She called the police and they responded.  The next day, January 3, about 1:30 or 2:00 in the morning, they had been watching TV prior to that but found out that the cable and the telephone lines were cut.  They called 911 again and the police responded. 
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At some point, one of the officers informed them that the police consider the pumpkin and baseball bat incident, which she indicates started this history of vandalism, as two incidents.  She reiterated that it was not two incidents.  The wife threw the pumpkin and the husband took a baseball bat to the car in one incident. 

She asked if Officer Cohick, who is doing the investigation, is doing anything.  They have been experiencing weeks of vandalism, including their heat pump that was hit and cost $1,900 to repair.  She now has four cameras on the property, but there is nothing on the film.  Whoever is doing the vandalism knows where the blind spots are. 

At the last meeting she asked about and they have not received a response to the recusal request.  Mrs. Gembusia asked the Solicitor to comment about their letter requesting recusal of certain board members in the disposition of this matter.  Mr. Coyne stated it is inappropriate to respond at this time because the police investigation is still ongoing, and he advised the board not to respond at this point.

President DeMartyn asked why he was listed on the letter requesting recusal.  Mrs. Gembusia was unsure and stated she would get back to him with an answer. 

IV.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to accept the proposal from Gannett Fleming, Inc., for engineering services during the construction phase of the Beaver Avenue pumping station replacement in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to accept the proposal from CET Engineering Services to review the wastewater treatment plant upgrade preliminary design, as prepared by Gannett Fleming, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $23,000.00, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the execution of the contract between East Pennsboro Township and the County of Cumberland to use certain licensed products (Pictometry), was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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MOTION  to adopt Resolution no. 2009‑01 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, outlining its desire to undertake the Adams‑Ricci (East) Community Park Skate Park project and to apply to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources for a grant to carry out the project, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill informed the board, relative to the Master Plan of the Adams‑Ricci Community Park expansion, that the township has until December 2011 to complete this grant, which is a reasonable timetable in order for the township to meet all the necessary planning, design, construction, and finance.  He stated the township has been very fortunate to receive this grant, noting the competitiveness for grant money with a lot of other municipalities in central Pennsylvania that have been turned down. 

MOTION  authorizing the execution of Grant Agreement no. LWCF42‑01559 between the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, and East Pennsboro Township for the Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds for the skate park project in the amount of $200,000.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Kuntzelman agreed with Mr. Gill that the township is very fortunate to get this grant, and while the economy is not the best right now, the township does have until the end of 2011 to make this happen.  He believes it would be a great asset for the community, and he is glad his fellow Commissioners supported this project.

President DeMartyn stated the township hopes to cover everyone's recreation needs at the park, and this is another piece to be added for the interest of township residents, while getting some of the kids off the street and hopefully in a safer place. 

MOTION  to adopt Resolution 2009‑02 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, adopting the Emergency Operations Plan for East Pennsboro Township, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to appoint Char Magaro, 606 Magaro Road, Enola, to fill the vacancy in the Environmental Advisory Council for a three‑year term commencing January 1, 2009, to January 1, 2012, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Kuntzelman, on behalf of the board, thanked Mr. Jim Hazard for the time he served on the EAC.  The township appreciated his time and service. 
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MOTION  to approve, per the Chief's recommendation, a handicapped parking space for Mr. Daniel Kloss, 20 West Beale Avenue, was made by Mr. Hertzler,  seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

President DeMartyn noted for the record he asked Char Magaro if she would write a green article for the township newsletter, giving residents hints to save energy and different ways to go about it, and she has agreed.

MOTION  to authorize the Township Manager to proceed to select the engineering firm for the filing of application with the Commonwealth Financial Authority (CFA), which is due February 13, 2009, for the water grant program guidelines, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

The goal‑setting meeting was tentatively set for January 31, 2009.   

Mr. Gill informed the board of malfunctioning problems at the private pumping station on the Kellam property and how they are working with the estate attorneys.  The township is concerned about Clean Stream Act violations with DEP.  DEP is working closely with the township and supports the township's position.  They hope to have a goal and plan by the next board meeting of how to proceed.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m., was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

