
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF  COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 2, 2009

Regular Session
        





                              8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, December 2, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were:  Commissioners - George DeMartyn, President, James Hertzler, Vice President, John Kuntzelman, and E. Thomas Fry; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; Henry F. Coyne, Esquire, Township Solicitor; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; Joseph Bonarrigo, Township Engineer; John B. Owens, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; and James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President DeMartyn called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m.  A moment of silent meditation was observed,  followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

President DeMartyn noted Commissioner McAlister was absent this evening while on vacation.

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION  approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

         : 

III.  
APPROVAL OF REPORTS

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:  

1.  Residential Rental Property Inspection Summary Report ‑ November


2.  Food Establishment Inspection Report ‑ November 

3.  Property Maintenance Report ‑ October 15 through November 25, 2009 

was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

IV.  
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Mr. Hertzler commended Detective Sgt. Cotton and Detectives Shope and Cohick for the superior work that they did relative to the conviction of John Loftus, who pleaded guilty to the murder of Beatrice Kelley.  Chief McMaster stated he pleaded guilty to third‑degree murder, and

 will have a sentence of 25 to 50 years, which is practically a life sentence since he is in his 50s. 
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Mr. Hertzler noted for the record the board received an e‑mail from resident Grace Schuyler, Three Coventry Close, complimentary of two township employees for exemplary courtesy.  A groundhog had dug a hole under her foundation and she was very concerned about the fireplace and chimney.  She was given an estimate of the repair service.  She stated Jeff Shultz and Joyce Cassel were outstanding in providing information, looking through records, and putting her in touch with a stonemason.  Fortunately, based on the skill of the stonemason and his years of experience, the chimney was determined to be fine and okay.  She praised the service and kindness of Jeff and Joyce.  They quelled her concerns about the safety of the fireplace and worked with her about what needed to be done and saved her money.  

Mr. Hertzler thanked her for her kind words and noted residents are very fortunate to have many dedicated employees in East Pennsboro Township. 

V.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Item No. 2 on the agenda was tabled.  

MOTION  to accept the proposal from Conservative Environmental Services, Inc., for the asbestos abatement of approximately 2,200 square feet of vinyl asbestos tile at the St. Matthew's Reformed Church, 127 Altoona Avenue, Enola, in the amount of $3,375.00, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. John Walker, of Hoover Engineering Services, represented the site improvement plan for a lot adjacent to the River Bend development.  The plan is required by the ordinance when construction takes place in the Conservation or Forest‑Slope zones, which requires the developer to provide a permit plan in accordance with that section of the ordinance.  Within the ordinance, the maximum area of disturbance and street clearing per formula would be 1 acre on a 10‑acre parcel.  The tract is located north and west of River Bend.  The plan itself is not part of River Bend  but was a separate subdivision plan done for Mr. Walborn separately from River Bend, which included three other property owners.  There is a private drive which extends up to the top of the mountain.  Mr. Walborn also owns the adjacent lot. 

They have met with the Fire Marshal, Mr. Bumgardner, who has concerns about fire trucks getting in and out of the driveways.  Also included in the maximum disturbed area is an area provided for pull‑offs that he can park his pumper truck and water trucks, and provide with a turning radius where he can make a turn with the fire trucks.  They provided the profiles of an
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average of 10 percent, plus or minus, grading.  The site will be serviced by private well and on‑lot septic.  They have submitted an erosion and sedimentation control plan to County Conservation, which has just recently been approved. 

Mr. Owen noted the Planning Commission recommended approval.  The house will look very similar to Mr. Walborn's house.  Mr. Walker stated the perk tests have been completed and as part of the planning exemption, he will forward the results to the township when received.  

MOTION  to approve the site improvement plan for a zoning permit as required by Section 505.C of the Zoning Ordinance for Ronald Walborn to reconstruct a single‑family detached dwelling in the Forest‑Slope District on Lot 1‑A, which will become part of the River Bend development, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

The board then reviewed Lands of Knisley.  Mr. Owen stated they ran out of time coordinating all the signatures from the engineer for proper recording at the courthouse and need to reaffirm the plan to have additional time.  The property is located at 100 and 102 Center Street, where the township Commissioners denied the waiver for the single sanitary sewer for the two units.  There is a note on the plan that states prior to conveyance of the property, they must install a separate sewer lateral.

MOTION  to reaffirm the final minor subdivision plan for Lands of Knisley, which was approved by the Board of Commissioners on September 16, 2009, was made by Mr. Fry, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve payment to CET Engineering Services for professional services during the period of October 1, 2009, to October 31, 2009, relative to the WWTP upgrade and expansion in the amount of $37,962.75, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Fry, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote.

(Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 8:45 p.m. for Executive Session for personnel and possible litigation purposes, and was reconvened at 8:53 p.m.)  

MOTION to authorize Attorney Steve Tiley, Assistant County Solicitor, to seek proposals for a professional appraiser regarding the tax appeal of Rite Aid, to be paid based on the percentage of tax collection between the township, the county, and the school district of roughly 8 percent for the township, 20 percent for the county, and 72 percent for the school district, was made by Mr. Kuntzelman, seconded by Mr. Hertzler, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 
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Mr. Gill updated for the board the progress with the West Fairview annex property.  Township workforces continue to meet all the timetables relative to the improvement.  A grant of $62,500 from the county has been received for the renovations. 

Mr. Gill informed the board of a staff meeting tomorrow relative to the Summerdale property with Cumberland County Industrial Authority representatives and representatives of PBS&J regarding the process of the tentative agreement of sale and subdivision submittal. 

Mr. Gill also noted for the record that at the workshop session, CET Engineers provided the board with an update on upgrades for the expansion project and gave their monthly report.  It is still on target for a final design and cost estimate by June 30, 2010, per the agreement.  The update progress report has the project estimated, as of November 30, at roughly $25,075,150. 

Mr. Kuntzelman noted for the record, in reference to the annual tree lighting ceremony, at the last minute they had to move it inside because of inclement weather, and he wanted to thank Sherry and township staff for a job well done rearranging and getting everything ready with a tree downstairs and making everything successful.  He thanked them for their diligence.  He also recommended that at the January meeting of the Recreation Board, they send a letter of thanks to the Girl Scouts and Brownies for their participation in tonight's program.  Mr. Gill suggested a $25 donation to each troop. 

President DeMartyn noted how  nice it was to have 20 Girl Scouts and Brownies providing music for tonight's program.  Additionally, Mr. Kuntzelman thanked the Senior Citizens Center for their work in rearranging the plans. 

Mr. Gill informed the board that  the township has received county approval for another Cumberland County Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $100,000 relative to the street landscape project at West Fairview, which brings the total to a little more than $300,000 of approvals for the preliminary and final design of a project estimated at $652,000.  The township is considering possibly phasing the project in in two phases.  Final design of Phase 1 might be around $350,000, but Chris Guilotta, the Executive Director of the Cumberland County Redevelopment Authority, is trying to group some money with different State money in the Elm Street program and possibly money from the Federal stimulus because they will have applications pending in Tri‑County of a shovel‑ready project by February or March 2010.  They can bid it out and be in a position for that project, whether it is just phase 1, or phase 1 and 2. 

Mr. Hertzler stressed it is important to stay in the touch with the County Commissioners and Dennis Marion about the availability of any Federal stimulus money and reiterate the fact that it will be shovel ready.  Mr. Gill noted this is a high priority of Chris Guilotta's, and he is optimistic he will find additional funds.  Mr. Gill stated the board will have the final design from the engineers by the 16th of December. 
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MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m., was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Kuntzelman, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

