
EAST PENNSBORO TOWNSHIP


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 15, 2010

Regular Session       








8:30 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of the East Pennsboro Township Board of Commissioners was held on Wednesday, September 15, 2010, at 8:30 p.m. at the Community and Municipal Center, 98 S. Enola Drive, Enola, Pennsylvania.

Those present were: Commissioners ‑ Wayne Melnick, President; Scott Dardick, Vice President, and James Hertzler and Charles Hall; Joseph Curcillo, Esquire, Township Solicitor; Robert L. Gill, Township Manager; John Pietropaoli, Assistant Township Manager; John B. Owen, Codes and Zoning Officer; Deborah Thornton, Administrative Assistant; James Bumgardner, Fire Marshal; and Chief McMaster, Police Chief.

I.
CALL TO ORDER

President Melnick called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m. A moment of silent meditation was observed, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioner Hall presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Officer William Diehl in recognition of his contributions to the 2009 Aggressive Driving Enforcement Program, for which he was the top officer in the area.

II.
APPROVAL OF REPORTS  

MOTION  approving the following itemized reports:

1.  Finance Report ‑ August

2.  Inspection Report ‑ August

3.  Building Department Report ‑ August

was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

III.
BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

 Mr. Rob Copeland, 236 Glenn Road, expressed to the board his interpretation of performance based zoning rules for the Office‑Apartment zone.  He interprets performance as how the building serves the community, as a kind of social performance or benefit to the entire community.  He noted with the wetlands on the property in the area, including the Highmark buildings, EDS and IBM, density is more likely 35 or 40 units per acre.  
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President Melnick stated he did not know if the term is just a term of art used in the zoning practice, noting that "performance" when talking about activities means one thing, but it is entirely different when talking about how different sections of a Zoning Ordinance impact the density of a parcel without putting a fixed limit on it.  Mr. Pietropaoli noted the term means meeting a group of different criteria instead of just one criteria of density, and it is a term of art used with zoning.  It is not an East Pennsboro term, but it is a style of design.  President Melnick asked when the Office‑Apartment zone was created.  Mr. Owen stated based on his research, approximately 1979.  

Mr. David Foster, 934 West Foxcroft Drive, Wormleysburg Borough, provided two copies of maps from the county Web site.  One reflects tax mapping, and the second is the school district.  Both agree with each other and agree with East Pennsboro mapping and Wormleysburg mapping, and it shows a portion of the tract of land is in Wormleysburg.  He suggested if that tract is truly in Wormleysburg, that would mean that the parking lot that is being proposed, the majority of that parking lot would be in Wormleysburg.  The impervious coverage level for RR‑2 in Wormleysburg is only 30 percent impervious coverage, and therefore that parking lot will probably exceed the 30 percent impervious coverage requirement, and noted for this reason alone it will be a critical issue to find out the history of the land.  He noted there was a court settlement in 1952 between Wormleysburg and East Pennsboro on this subject, and he will research it further to find out if at that time there was a settlement on this issue, because it states in the 1952 records that Wormleysburg annexed all the land east of Erford Road.  

President Melnick stated he and Mr. Foster attended the Planning Commission meeting last Thursday and the Planning Commission was made aware that this is a potential issue and took the matter very seriously.  It will need to be addressed in the submissions to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Foster noted it is on Wormelysburg Borough's Web site as part of history. 

Mr. Foster also asked that the township really study the developer's traffic study, which he believes will look rosy from their point of view.  He asked that the township do a similar traffic study and take into account the office buildings on the other side of Routes 11 and 15 that are currently unoccupied, but once the economy recovers will fill up, and the parking and traffic will increase.  He does not believe there is any way of making the intersection any better, short of condemnation.  He asked that in the township's long‑range thinking to please consider the fact that when the economy gets better, there will be a lot more people working in that area and trying to get in and out.  Mr. Gill stated that the Township Traffic Engineer, Jay States, will be attending the Planning Commission meetings on a regular basis from now on and will review the traffic impact study that was submitted to township staff conforming to what PennDOT requires for a traffic impact study.  He must comply to all the PennDOT regulations and what is proscribed.
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Mr. Dardick asked staff if it was common practice for a municipality to research for accuracy when an applicant submits a plan to the township and their surveyors provide the details for the land.  Mr. Owen noted that the surveyor's seal and license indicate that they have checked the chain of title going back through the history of the property.  The burden is on the developer's surveyor to go through the chain of title to determine where that property boundary is, and if there is any question, then it is an issue for the courts.  

 (Whereupon, the meeting was recessed at 9:00 p.m. in order to hold a conditional use hearing, and was reconvened at 9:10 p.m.)

III.
 BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR (Continued)

Mr. James Speck, 304 Erford Road, asked the board to consider how many apartment units will be built per acre.  He asked that they listen to what the neighborhood has to say about it and use common sense and not judge from what other townships are doing.  President Melnick stated he has been knocking on doors in this neighborhood this past week soliciting opinions from the neighbors.  

Mr. James Massey, 221 Glenn Road, asked which board members were living in East Pennsboro Township in 1979.  Commissioner Hertzler and Commissioner Hall indicated they were, as well as Commissioner Fry, who is absent this evening.  Mr. Massey stated during Three‑Mile Island, people wanted to escape quickly.  He noted the world is more dangerous now than 1979, the large office buildings with all the parking and traffic were not there then, the Enola rail yard has plenty more traffic with chemicals, many more trucks travel I-81, and anything can become an accident that requires quick evacuation.  He asked the board to consider emergency planning for this area when considering the plan, as the residents only have one way out of the area.  President Melnick assured that the board is sensitive to the traffic issue.  

Mr. Salvatore Roberto, 302 Erford Road, addressed the board stating that he has lived in the area a little over 30 years.  When he moved to Erford Road, Victoria Glen did not exist, as well as a lot of the office buildings.  Traffic was nice going in and nice coming out.  Today it is terrible.  He questioned why when Victoria Glen was built and the developer was supposed to build a playground, none was built.  Mr. Gill stated at that time, it would have been a tot lot, and the township and developer agreed that in lieu of accepting the 100' by 100' tot lot, through an intergovernmental meeting with the school district, funds were donated to help expand the West Creek Hills Elementary School playground, since it bordered the neighborhood.  Also at that time, the township had decided to stop accepting land for tot lots and instead invest in a large community park, Adams‑Ricci Park.  Mr. Roberto noted there is only one way in and one way out for residents, and urged the board not to allow the proposed apartments, which will not be beneficial to those who live there nor the fire company on Dulles Drive.  
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Ms. Susan Durborow, 836 West Foxcroft Drive, asked how the traffic study is reviewed.  Mr. Gill stated the developer is required to submit a traffic study and the township Traffic Consulting Engineer will review that study.  She asked if the study will be published on the township's Web site, along with the preliminary plan, but Mr. Owen indicated it is too large of a document for the Web site.  However, it is available in the office for public inspection.  

Mr. Gill stated the Township Traffic Engineer will his determination of the traffic impact study by the next Planning Commission meeting.  Ms. Durborow asked if the study would include emergency preparedness, but Mr. Gill indicated it will just cover general traffic.  Mr. Bumgardner stated he is the local emergency management coordinator, and noted no municipality can come up with a 100 percent emergency plan because you never know what the emergency is and it is never at the same location.  Mr. Bumgardner noted that through work of the previous board and Mr. Gill, preemption devices were secured on all red lights in that area so that when a fire truck or ambulance is near the intersection, it changes the light for the benefit of the emergency vehicle.  He noted in a serious emergency, emergency response is regionalized, and Wormleysburg, Lemoyne, and Camp Hill help in responding.  They work as a regional strike team, and if it is serious enough, the county assists with trailers.  

Ms. Jocelyn Millvan, 17 Paddock Lane, asked that the board understand when reviewing the traffic study that area residents are conditioned to get through that intersection and stay in their houses until 6.p.m., because that is the first time they can get out and get through that intersection to get to any evening activity.  

Ms. Kathleen Kush, 200 Erford Road, addressed the problem of speeders in that area.  She also asked that during the township review they keep in mind that part of that land is wetlands.  President Melnick acknowledged there are wetlands that are part of that development.  Ms. Kush further noted the apartment development will be an additional drain on the sewer system, water supply, and other infrastructure. 

President Melnick noted these are all issues that have been raised before and will be considered by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Ms. Kush asked the board to genuinely reflect on what the impact will be on the residents.  President Melnick agreed, and stated such consideration is not limited to just this one development. 

Mr. Christopher Durborow questioned why the sketch plan shows 25 feet currently as the buffer, and on the bottom of the zoning data is a notation that when it abuts the residential use of the township, there must be 100 feet in the buffer yards required in this section, and in that case should there not be an additional 100 feet plus 25 feet.

Mr. Owen stated there is a setback requirement of 100 in that district.  There is a buffer requirement of 25 feet, but the 25 foot buffer is contained within the 100 feet setback for the 
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building.  The 100 foot setback is only for the building setback.  The buffer is for the parking, because parking can be allowed in the building setback.  President Melnick stated that is something the Planning Commission will have to review.  Mr. Durborow stated this development will sit right on top of their homes, and every night when he looks out it is black, but in the future all he will see are overhead lights shining down right on top of their houses.  

IV.  
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL  

MOTION  authorizing payment of invoices and payroll pending review and signatures of Commissioners, was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the advertisement of the ordinance establishing "No Parking This Side" on Chestnut Street, in front of the Annex Building and playground area in the village of West Fairview, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  adopting Ordinance No. 769‑10 of the Township of East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, authorizing the execution of the cable franchise agreement between the Township of East Pennsboro and Comcast of Southeast Pennsylvania, LLC, was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving Requisition No. 21 for the close‑out of the 2007 General Construction Fund Account in the amount of $10,536.26, plus any additional earnings, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Hertzler noted for the record that these funds will be used for the purchase of some playground equipment at the Summerdale Centennial Park.  

MOTION  approving Requisition no. 27 for the close-out of the 2007 Sewer Construction Fund Account in the amount of $31,667.33, plus any additional earnings, was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  approving Requisition no. 27 for the close out of the 1998 Sewer Construction Fund Account in the amount of $45,707.93 ‑ plus any additional earnings, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted for the record that this will be used for I&I work in area T of the sanitary sewer rehabilitation project, which was awarded in the contract to Reynolds, which applies to the previous two motions.  
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MOTION  authorizing the filing of the grant application under the Pennsylvania Community Transportation Initiative for the 21st Street/Center Street/Poplar Church Road feasibility study in the amount of $300,000.00, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the filing of the grant application under the Pennsylvania Community Transportation Initiative for the Wertzville Road/Magaro Road/Carol Lane feasibility study in the amount $300,000, was made by Mr. Hertzler, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Gill noted for the record that letters of support from Representative Grell and Senator Vance were sent regarding this project, and the township appreciates their support.  

MOTION  approving payment to Joseph Curcillo, Esquire, Township Solicitor, for professional services rendered during the period of June 2, 2010, through July 27, 2010, in the amount of $6,106.50, was made by Mr. Dardick, and seconded by Mr. Hall.

Mr. Hertzler questioned a number of expenditures from the invoice, including a June 20 meeting with Commissioners Dardick and Hall on various issues, $202.50, as well as a June 21 meeting with Mr. Dardick and Mr. Hall on personnel issues for $135, as well as discussions with Mr. Dardick and Mr. Hall on June 22 on personnel.   Mr. Curcillo stated the topic of those meetings would best be discussed in Executive Session.  Mr. Hertzler asked if there was something that the President was aware of to instigate these discussions.  Mr. Dardick stated it would be a discussion for Executive Session.  

Mr. Hertzler also questioned an expense for teleconference with Mr. Gill regarding minutes and procedures to evaluate compliance with the law for $40.50.  Mr. Curcillo stated that was for rendering legal advice regarding the keeping of minutes and issues regarding the validity of minutes and how they need to be stored.  Mr. Hertzler stated he was unaware there was any issue regarding the keeping of minutes.  He also asked about an expense on June 22 for $67.50, a meeting with Mr. Dardick and Mr. Hall regarding the recording taking and approval of minutes.  Mr. Curcillo stated it regards the same issue as the teleconference.

Mr. Hertzler noted another teleconference with Mr. Gill regarding a personnel issue of concern to the Commissioners for $54, and indicated he was not aware as to what these particular issues are, and cannot approve the expenses. 

Mr. Hertzler questioned these line items which he noted occurred on the same dates as the State Township Commissioners' Conference in the Poconos, which Mr. Curcillo and Commissioners Dardick and Hall attended at the expense of the township.  He noted the previous 
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Township Solicitor went to some of the same conferences, which can be educational and informative, and while the taxpayers paid his expenses, he never sent a bill for discussions that occurred essentially on the taxpayer's dime.  He questioned why the taxpayers were being charged additionally for conversations with Commissioners Hall and Dardick during a conference for which the township was paying his expenses. 

Mr. Curcillo stated he met with the Commissioners at times other than during the conference, and did not bill for the conference time.  Mr. Dardick stated a personnel issue arose while they were at the conference that needed to be addressed. 

Mr. Hertzler asked why a personnel issue had to be handled from the conference, and stated it is an unprecedented occurrence to have a Solicitor bill the township for discussions that might have occurred while attending a State conference with fellow Commissioners.   President Melnick asked if  township business was discussed during the times for which he billed, which Mr. Curcillo confirmed.

The motion was passed by a majority of the aye votes, with Mr. Hertzler voting in the negative.  

MOTION  establishing the Township's leaf collection period of October 25 through December 5, 2010, was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the tentative award of Contract no. 1 ‑ General Construction for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade to Howard Robson Construction, Inc., in the amount of $15,094,000.00, pending final review of the bid documents by the Township and Solicitor, per the recommendation of CET Engineering Services, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick.

Mr. Gill stated the township has been working for the past five or six years relative to upgrading the wastewater treatment plant, along with various Federal regulations to the Chesapeake Bay clean‑up.  The engineers estimated the project to be in the neighborhood of $25 million or $26 million.  Considerably lower bids were received than anticipated.  However, rates will have to be raised in order to pay for these upgrades and requirements.  Upon tentative award, the township will move towards contract documents, finalizing the financing, and along with that, finance the project and look at increasing the sewer rates effective January 1, 2011.

Mr. Gill noted information shared at a recent Capital Region COG meeting indicate that even with increased rates in the township, the township will still be in the lower portions of central Pennsylvania with regard to current sewer rates. 
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Mr. Hertzler noted this is a very difficult vote for him.  The township is heading into the most costly project it has ever undertaken, and not by its choosing but because of a Federal unfunded mandate.  Three years ago, the township questioned the sense of this mandate and unanimously passed a resolution at the Board of Commissioners, which the 34-member Capital Region Council of Governments also unanimously adopted, questioning why the local governments were mandated to undertake the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy at sole cost.  It requested a moratorium on further implementation of the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy until the objection and concern had been fully addressed.  The State Department of Environmental Protection implemented this strategy, which imposes new and costly mandatory upgrades on 184 sewage treatment plants throughout central Pennsylvania.  These required sewage treatment plant upgrades which were intended to limit discharges into the Chesapeake Bay are now projected to cost central Pennsylvania ratepayers as much as $1 billion or more, with rates in some jurisdictions expected to increase by 100 percent or more.  Municipal officials from throughout central Pennsylvania questioned the huge unfunded costs of the bureaucratic mandate, as well as its cost benefit or necessity, considering that according to DEP's own analysis of nutrient discharge sources within Pennsylvania's area of the watershed, 89 percent of nitrogen loads originate from nonsewage treatment plant sources and 82 percent of phosphorous is discharged from nonsewage plant sources, and there is no indication even to this day that adequate measures are being taken to require or assure the nonsewage treatment plant sources will meet nutrient and sediment reduction goals that will cost an added and unattainable $7 billion or more.  DEP's total was $8.2 billion in costs in December of 2004, defeating the whole purpose of this costly mandate on taxpayers and ratepayers.  

Mr. Hertzler stated these new mandates are an outgrowth of agreements with surrounding States predominantly part of the Chesapeake agreement entered into by Governor Ridge to protect the environment with insufficient statutory authorization, oversight, or input from the legislative branch of State government.  He noted these new mandates go beyond requirements of Pennsylvania's clean water standards, ostensibly to meet requirements of the Federal Environmental Protection Agency for meeting new requirements of Maryland State regulation or law, and there has been little interest from Pennsylvania's representatives in Congress as a whole to suggest any oversight or authorization of these mandates.  Meanwhile, the States of Maryland and Virginia have established statewide funding mechanisms designed specifically to pay for a portion of the costs of the steps being taken, and there is no such funding mechanism to help Pennsylvania's municipalities pay for any substantial portion of the anticipated costs.  Even the participants of the multi‑State Chesapeake Executive Council recognized the importance of the issue of the lack of funding for this overall initiative and suggested the creation of a Chesapeake Bay Financing Authority to generate as much as $15 billion, with 80 percent of the funding coming from the Federal government to pay for the implementation of the tributary strategies basin wide because as noted by the Chesapeake Executive Council, the Chesapeake Bay is a national treasure, a resource of worldwide significance, and a powerful engine for the entire 
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mid‑Atlantic region.  Mr. Hertzler noted that not one member of Congress from Pennsylvania introduced a bill to fund this, as suggested by the Chesapeake Bay Executive Council.  The 34 municipalities of the Capital Region COG objected to the unfunded mandate foisted upon local taxpayers and ratepayers and questionable cost the benefit of the strategy that may never be fully implemented and may never result in the stated purpose of restoring the quality of the Chesapeake Bay.  

The COG respectfully requested its delegates to the United States Congress to identify the particular provisions of Federal law and regulation that requires such an unfunded mandate and provide full funding for said mandate if it exists or take appropriate legislative action to eliminate said mandate until there is a full cost benefit analysis.  A letter was received from Congressman Platts on March 4, 2008, that said he was working on a loan program.  He further noted the response of Pennsylvania's elected representatives was miniscule.  The State General Assembly passed legislation providing for a small measure of relief.  East Pennsboro secured a State grant of $1 million, the maximum amount, to with the cost, and was also subsequently successful in securing a $500,000 grant for a cogeneration project at the sewer plant that will use the methane gas that will save future electricity for the new project.  Even though the bid price is $20 million and not the anticipated $26 million, and $1.5 million in assistance is a lot of money, it is nowhere near the assistance the ratepayers of East Pennsboro deserve for a $20 million EPA/DEP mandated expense that is not of the township's choosing or making.  He noted the township had engaged in maintenance improvements to the sewage treatment plant throughout the years, but the plant is old.  During the course of the last five years, the board was moving forward with an upgrade estimated to cost initially$10 million.  A sewer rate increase was enacted to cover that expected expense, which was sufficient to pay the bond debt, but then the rules were changed rules in the middle of the game, and the cost of the project ballooned to where it is now.  

Mr. Hertzler noted during this process, the township changed engineers and saved in excess of $450,000 in engineering proposals.  He stated he would like to vote "no" as a matter of principle, but the township will be severely fined if it does not proceed.  He asked when everyone gets their sewer bill with the increase, to remember the minuscule response by Pennsylvania's elected representatives in Congress who failed to stand up for the taxpayers.

Mr. Dardick agreed with the remarks by Commissioner Hertzler and indicated he would love to fight this, but a lawsuit is too costly, and the township will experience severe penalties for noncompliance. 

Mr. Hertzler stated there was a case brought by the Capital Region Council of Governments that reached the Commonwealth Court, but none of municipalities and taxpayers have the kind of deep pockets needed to fight the Federal lawyers and the bureaucrats who implemented the mandate.  He had a one‑on‑one meeting with Secretary McGinty, the Secretary 
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of Department of Environmental Protection, regarding this, to no avail.  He noted that Senator Vance worked diligently on this to make sure there was some funding for grants from the State and helped the township secure its$1 million grant, which it would not have gotten if the board had not made the noise that it did.  Mr. Hertzler suggested EPA is out of control, now looking at TMDL where they will bypass DEP and the township will have to follow whatever the Federal government tells it to do.  He believes that by the time the cement is dry on the sewage treatment plant, he would not be surprised if the Federal government tells municipalities they have to start treating stormwater.  He noted there are some areas of the State that are coming under a MS‑4, requiring municipalities in every one of their storm drains to install filters and change the filters every week, and suggested the Federal government is not far behind requiring that of all municipalities, and the township will again have to spend $20 million on another ineffective program.

Mr. Gill noted that Mr. Hertzler has really driven the engine in the objection to this proposal, and applauded him in his efforts for this fight, which was unfortunately, unsuccessful.  What most concerns him is looking at all the numbers and studies from all the groups, of the 184 wastewater treatment plants that have to do this, they contribute 18 percent to the problem, but we will pay for 95 percent of the problem.  He noted in his years at two prior municipalities, the prior history of the Federal government and State government was that the municipality would get 80 percent reimbursements for upgrades from the Federal government and State, and this time there are zero reimbursements from the Federal government.  He stated the frustration is even greater when considering that even though every municipality in central Pennsylvania is required to comply with the Chesapeake Bay Strategy, the initiative will not end up cleaning the bay because township sewage systems are not the major cause to the problem with the Chesapeake compared to farms.  

Mr. Hall asked if there was any way to continue to push, since Virginia and Maryland were successful in getting their States to initiate programs to help pay statewide.  Mr. Hertzler noted they passed some capital bond funding to provide some relief, and Maryland passed a flush tax for all State residents.  

President Melnick noted the entire board is in agreement with Mr. Hertzler regarding the unfunded mandate. However, he is troubled and concerned that they have to vote for a $20 million bond issue for a project to upgrade a wastewater treatment plant that has not seen a significant upgrade since 1977.  He noted that $8 million to $9 million of this is to cover the unfunded mandate, but another $8 million to $9 million will have to be paid because substantial upgrades have not been made in that 30‑year period.  

Mr. Hertzler disputed Mr. Melnick's assertion that upgrades were not performed for 30 years.  President Melnick stated he talked to colleagues in Hampden Township who are not doing 
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a $25 million sewer project because they continued to upgrade as they went along.  They did not go long periods without upgrades, so taxpayers did not have to be hit with a large increase all at once.  He suggested doing this now in the worst of economic times for taxpayers will hurt more.  He noted the plant has to be upgraded to meet the Federal mandates, but 30 years is too long to go without an upgrade.  He challenged this board and future boards to not get caught in this situation again and instead make improvements along the way to help offset future large increases.  

Whereupon, the motion passed unanimously.  

MOTION  authorizing the award of Contract no. 2 ‑ Electrical Construction for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade to PSI Pumping Solutions, Inc., in the amount of $3,585,000.00, per the recommendation of CET Engineering Services, was made by Mr. Dardick, seconded by Mr. Hall, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  authorizing the award of Contract no. 3 ‑ HVAC Construction for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade to H&R Mechanical, Inc., in the amount of $329,900.00, per the recommendation of CET Engineering Services, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

MOTION  to approve Conditional Use Application no. C‑179 for Curley B. Elliott to open a gunsmithing business in his attached garage at 760 Meadow Drive, Camp Hill, with the following stipulations and conditions: that the applicant will maintain a security system and a locked door while he is working on the guns, all firearms not being worked on will be in a safe, and when not working there, everything will be locked up and secured; and any fluids that are combustible are stored in a proper cabinet with a fire extinguisher nearby, was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

Mr. Dardick reported the 2010 County Convention awards included over 160 fire apparatus, and four out of six companies from East Pennsboro were represented.  East Pennsboro received two third place awards, and four fourth place awards, as well as a special award, best appearing, for the tanker pumper from Summerdale, which is one that the township purchased.  He congratulated all the award winners.

Mr. Hall noted for the record that Lieutenant Green met with Mr. Haas on Monday and the nixel.com Web site is up and running.  He asked that that be included in the newsletter, and noted that brochures will be handed out at the Pumpkin Fest regarding the benefits of nixel.com.

Mr. Hall received a letter from Lieutenant Green regarding one of the eligible Civil Service applicants who rode with five officers and all five of them gave a recommendation to the 
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Chief and Lieutenant Green for hire.  He is currently working three‑part time police departments and is testing at other municipalities.  Attached to the letter is a new pay scale and step program, with a cost analysis, that the police department came up with, at the board's request, lowering the starting rate for patrolman.

President Melnick noted there are several items of interest to include in the township newsletter, and asked that those issues are addressed in the newsletter.  

Mr. Gill noted the township has received its 2009 year‑end audit reports, which the board will have ample opportunity to review.   He reported that the annual Pumpkin Fest includes the same number of vendors as last year, 240 to 245, with 10 on the waiting list.  

Mr. Dardick noted for the record that the question at the Pennsylvania Association of Township Commissioners' convention regarding record keeping was that they understood that if minutes were not adopted at the very next meeting, any tape recording or any other notes become part of the record, and they were requesting legal advice regarding that.  Mr. Hertzler stated it is out of the ordinary practice when the township is paying its Solicitor to be at an event and then is charged for consultations that may occur at that event, which has never happened before.  Mr. Hall noted the questions occurred as a result of their class which required them to get further information from counsel, which he should not have to provide for free.

MOTION  to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 p.m., was made by Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. Dardick, and was carried by a unanimous aye vote. 

